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Keith Bankwitz:  Good day.  My name is Keith Bankwitz, I’m 
Director of Philanthropy for the Michigan Masonic 
Charitable Foundation.  Today is June 21st, 2012 and we’re 
in the beautiful home of Ben and Adele Rosen in West 
Bloomfield, Michigan.  And Ben is going to share some of 
his life stories with us today and we’re most appreciative of 
the time he’s going to spend with us.  

 So Ben, let’s start out with some of your relatives.  Tell me 
about your grandparents.

BEN ROSEN:  Well, the only grandparent I knew was my father’s 
mother, who was born in 1854.  And she came to Roseville, 
Michigan and helped my mother when I was born in 1923.  
And I saw her later in life as I got older and she passed 
away in 1938, and that’s the last I’ve seen her.

Bankwitz:  And your grandparents came from what country?

ROSEN:  My father came from the Ukraine, and my other 
grandparents came from Lithuania when it was under the 
rule of Russia.

Bankwitz:  Yes.  And we had many Russian immigrants come 
because of severe conditions in Russia.

ROSEN:  That was so.  There were pogroms there and my father 
went into the army in 1902 to 1905.  And the Russian-
Japanese war broke out, and he felt there was nothing in 
Russia that was worthwhile staying.  And he left and he 
came to Baltimore, Maryland.  And from there he went to 
St. Louis and went to work for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 
a Pulitzer Prize paper; worked there for thirteen years.

 And then my mother’s parents came, I should say my 
mother came here and when she was only fifteen years old 

2



never to see her father or mother because of the strife of 
living in Lithuania.  And met my father and they got 
married.  And then around 1918 my mother wanted to be 
with her family that came to Detroit.  And my father didn’t 
want to leave St. Louis because he had a good business 
delivering the papers.

 And finally they came to Detroit and he spent about six 
months here and he didn’t like it there, so he moved out to 
Roseville, Michigan.  And he found a place on 11 Mile 
Road and at that time in 1919 it was about 99% farms.  And 
he bought ten acres and made that his homestead.  And I 
remember we had an outhouse and a pump out in the back 
and we had a wood stove, and a coal stove in the dining 
room.  And my mother cooked in a stove in the kitchen 
with wood and coal.  And I really, it was really, at that time 
I thought it was really rough to be out there but when I 
think about it to me it was a blessing in disguise.  Because 
of their being there and everything I had a successful 
business life.

Bankwitz:  And what was your mother’s name and your father’s 
name?

ROSEN:  My father was Harry Rosen, but when he went to get his 
citizen paper the judge said, “I don’t like Harry, I want 
Henry.  That sounds better.”  And it’s so funny that we had 
a president named Harry.  And my mother’s name was Ida 
Rosen, and I really miss them.

Bankwitz:  You said your father was a Mason in Missouri?

ROSEN:  Yes, he belonged to the Masons and they were a southern 
jurisdiction in St. Louis, Missouri.  And they called 
themselves AF & AM Masonic, and it was called the Cash 
Lodge.  And he had been a Mason since about 1918.
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Bankwitz:  And when he worked for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
what did he do?

ROSEN:  He delivered the newspapers by horse.  He had a young 
fellow, and children didn’t deliver the paper in those times.  
And he told me once he bought a horse that was let out of 
the fire department.  And he’d go past the firehouse and the 
horse would start to run, the bell rang, he said, “I had a 
heck of a time to keep my horse still.  He thought he was 
going to another fire!”  So I thought that was kind of funny.

Girbe Eefsting:  Yes.

Bankwitz:  And people forget about the hardship that immigrants 
had.  Many of them had hardly any money when they came 
here.  Was that the case with your…?

ROSEN:  Absolutely nothing.  Nothing, just, I asked a friend of 
mine whose parents came here the same way and he said, 
“Listen, they might have a lot of money today but when 
they came here they didn’t have anything.”  But my father 
always said, “I’d rather be a poor man in this country than a 
rich man in Europe at that time.”  He said, “God bless 
America.”  He was so into that and he really appreciated 
being here.

Bankwitz:  And then how did your family-owned business begin?

ROSEN:  Well my father had a nephew that said to my dad, he 
said, “Let’s go into business.  Somebody wants to sell a 
scrap yard and we can get it cheap.”

 And my father went and both of them went into business.  
And my father’s the guy that if he saw you working you’re 
good.  If he saw you going to the bank and then stopping 
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and visiting he didn’t like it.  So he and my cousin, his 
nephew, decided to part ways and dad remained with the 
business.

 And we had pushcarts, thirteen of them; we had about ten 
people.  Some were veterans from World War I.  And it was 
a meager living but we had a happy home.  And I enjoyed 
being in Roseville and always just always thought of it as 
my place and always bragged about going to Roseville 
High School and all my friends there.

Bankwitz:  So tell me about, you said Roseville was a bunch of 
farms back then?

ROSEN:  Yes.

Bankwitz:  Did you live on a farm too?

ROSEN:  Pardon?

Bankwitz:  Did you live on a farm too?

ROSEN:  Well it was like we had ten acres.  My mother, you know, 
made soup from scratch and she canned all of the peaches 
and pears and all these vegetables.  And we had a couple of 
cows, we had milk from them.  And it was great; we never 
felt poor.  We never felt we were of want.  It was a nice life 
and we adjusted to that life; a very happy life.

Bankwitz:  Tell me about some childhood memories from school.  
Are there outstanding memories that you have?

ROSEN:  Well I can tell you when I started school, I think when 
my birthday hit I was five years old, and they just wanted 
to try out a bus.  And the bus driver picked us all up at 
school and we started driving down 11 Mile Road to Little 
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Mac.  And I remember all those years that his name was 
Mac and we used to say, “Mac, take us to Little Mac.”

 And we went past my house and instead of getting off we 
made this circle and we came back.  And when we came 
back I got out of the bus, ran to the side of the bus to the 
back of the bus, and then the direct back of the bus, crossed 
the street, and at that time there wasn’t any law that said 
that you have to stop for a bus.  And along came a Model T; 
hit me, it dragged me about 200 feet.  And it was cold at 
that time; I had a heavy coat.  And the next thing I knew I 
was riding, I had a cousin that was visiting my parents and 
he rushed me to Mt. Clemens, Michigan at St. Joseph 
Hospital.

 And I remember the nuns in there and they laid me down 
for x-rays and stuff.  And I was like six weeks in the 
hospital and six weeks to get walking again.  And the funny  
part of it, my oldest son who is a physician said to me, 
“What happened to you?  A broken collarbone, you go to 
the office, they put a bandage on you, straighten it out and 
you go home.”

 In those days it was different, you know.  And so I survived 
it all but that was one of the things that I went to school and 
it held me back a year.

Bankwitz:  Well things got better for you in school.  You weren’t 
hit by buses anymore.  (laughs)

ROSEN:  No.  We learned how to drive and when to stop for them.  
But that was, it’s a miracle that I’m alive today.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

Eefsting:  Wow.
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Bankwitz:  And do you have any favorite subjects from school?

ROSEN:  Well really, I played football for half a year.  And the 
kids were good and I had a world of friends there and I 
really enjoyed school.  I enjoyed it and like I say made a lot 
of friends there.  And then I went out to, you know, went to 
work for my father in 1941.

Bankwitz:  You have a picture that you showed me with the 
Superintendent of Schools and a friend of yours that didn’t 
get married and then another teacher.  Do you know much 
about that picture?  Can you remember much about it?

ROSEN:  Well the Superintendent was Glen Shenose.  He was a 
very nice man.  And the picture shows me when we were 
on the Student Council.  And the one boy up there was one 
of my fellow students and I see him at the Roseville 
reunions.  I still go there but the size of the class keeps 
getting smaller and smaller and smaller.  And so that’s kind 
of sad.  And in about July, next month, the last week in July  
there’ll be another reunion for people that had been to 
Roseville, for fifty years.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

ROSEN:  So I’m looking forward to July.  I hope there are some 
people left so I can see.

Bankwitz:  Yes, yes.  So you graduated from high school and what 
did you do then, Ben?

ROSEN:  I went to work for my father.

Bankwitz:  Yes.
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ROSEN:  Yes.

Bankwitz:  And by this time the business had been prospering?

ROSEN:  Yes, my brother Burt and I…I came in ’41, my brother 
came six years later, and my father had just this little place, 
very small.  And younger brother said, “I want to build it 
up.”  And I said, “I’ve been waiting for you to come out.”

 And we started collecting paper from Misner’s and K-Mart 
and all of these stores and Federal department store, and 
built it up to, at one point of business we had as high as 300 
employees there.  And one of the biggest self-owned, 
family-owned businesses and it’s been good to us.  And we 
enjoy it.  And we’re very charitable; we take and give to the 
cancers and whatever.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

ROSEN:  And that gives us pleasure helping people.  I have a story  
about my brother Burt I could tell you about.

Bankwitz:  Sure.

ROSEN:  They were little guy, thorough people.  My brother was 
working, I took care of the east side collecting the paper 
and my brother took care of the west side and then we 
divided up Woodward.  And one day he was on Gratiot and 
Antoine, and there was a Kresge’s store there,  And the 
manager came down and said to my brother Burt, and my 
Burt was a little guy too, “I want you to come with me.  I’m 
going to introduce you to somebody.”  And the manager 
took him downstairs and introduced him to Sebastian S. 
Kresge.

Bankwitz:  Yes.
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ROSEN:  Had a little talk.  Seems like, you know, they had some 
common interests.  And he treasured that all his life how 
they did there.  And you know it was a store where people 
had to start in the basement and work themselves up before 
they could be president or chairman of the board; which 
now it is not run that way.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

ROSEN:  But that was what you’d call the good old days, you 
know?

Bankwitz:  Yes.

ROSEN:  Where people, you know, you could leave your house 
open; you didn’t need to lock it.  You know we never 
locked the door.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

ROSEN:  He bought this from a gentleman named, Mr. Sweet was 
his name.  And he bought it and it was a little bit of a 
struggle up until 1941.  And sad as it is, it’s sort of the 
country was like in a sort of a depression, or let’s say a 
recession, up until World War II.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

ROSEN:  And like I say, it was sad that it took a war to get people 
working here.  And it started prospering for us.  And so it 
was, it worked out.  We had a ’35 little pickup, and then we 
had a ’39 little Ford Estate truck, and then a brand new 
1950 brand new truck for another one.  And then we started 
getting trucks and trailers and we were really expanding.  
And started getting factories and printing companies and all 
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of these paper drives we had in later years when the Korean 
War and then the Vietnam War and all of there.  And we’d 
get all that stuff there and that made the company grow 
from let’s say about four or five people to almost three 
hundred people.

Bankwitz:  And it was always a recycling?

ROSEN:  It was always recycling paper.

Bankwitz:  OK.

ROSEN:  It was paper, rags; there was not plastic at the beginning.  
We didn’t know what plastics were.

Bankwitz:  What would you do with the paper?

ROSEN:  We would sort it out and then bale it up, package it, and 
ship it to the paper mills.  And the paper mills would take 
it.

 And it’s quite interesting when you go into a paper mill 
how they use about 96% of water and the rest is paper 
fibers.  And we’d watch it and some of the mills we’d see, 
that would mix in reused paper and trees.  And I saw where 
he takes off the bark and makes the paper and everything.  
And I think making paper is one of the seven wonders of 
the world, and everybody should, you know, they can visit 
a paper mill.  It is so interesting how one place it’s soup and 
the next minute it’s coming out paper.

 And I really enjoyed my life in the recycling business.  It’s 
been very good to me and very interesting, and I liked it.

Eefsting:  When you think about recycling, it’s sort of a new idea 
that we had ten, fifteen years ago that we should recycle.  
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Everything was thrown away, right?  Even there was that, 
when I was a kid, a whole litter campaign.  People would 
just throw stuff out their car windows.

ROSEN:  Well I think recycling could go back a thousand years 
ago.  You know, they used the gold for monetary, they used 
all kinds of things, silver and everything to barter with, and 
jewels.  And so it’s, I think it’s been around for centuries 
for recycling.  The only thing is people are more aware of 
it.

 And what it has done is a lot of recycling that we’re taking 
out of the dumps and using and making use of it instead of 
it dumped into landfills and contamination and everything.  
And I think not only our company but other companies and 
factories and everything realized that we’re going to make 
use of everything.  And there are certain plastics I 
understand in California that they’re not going to use 
plastic, thin bags to pack groceries; it’s going to be 
outlawed.  Because what it’s doing, fish are dying 
swallowing it.  It takes a thousand years to disintegrate.  
And I’m happy that they’ve stopped it.  And on the other 
hand they take plastic and they’re building cars and making 
them more efficient and getting more miles out of it 
because of plastic, so it has its good points and what little it 
doesn’t they’re cleaning that all.

Bankwitz:  Well you had the pleasure of having some blended 
family, and maybe you can tell us about your children, Ben, 
and then Adele’s children.

ROSEN:  OK.  My oldest boy Steve, I have five children, my 
oldest boy is going to be 63 and it seems like yesterday I 
was 63 and here I’m going to be 89 this year.  Wow, time 
goes flying for all of us.  And then I have a daughter that’s 
going to be 60 and she keeps telling me, “Dad, big 6-0!”  
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And then I have Jerry and he’s 58.  And then I had two ten 
years later; I have a boy who is 48, Sandy, and I have a 
daughter that’s going to be 47.  And they are now in the 
business with me; the others have retired.  And Adele and I 
have been married for almost 25 years and she has a 
daughter who is in the cupcake business.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

ROSEN:  And she’s in my opinion the queen of the cupcake 
business and she’s doing very fine.  She was voted one of 
the entrepreneurs of the year in her cupcake business and 
she got, she got a couple plaques for her doing it.

Bankwitz:  Where does she live?

ROSEN:  And she lives in Franklin, in Franklin, Michigan.  And 
she’s doing very, very well.

Bankwitz:  Yes, cupcakes are back!

ROSEN:  Oh, I’m telling you, really.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

ROSEN:  And she makes the best, I’m telling you.  They’re 
beautiful.  Now she’s got one store at the Dime Building 
where Chryslers is going to be.  And that’s the Time 
Building.  And she’s friendly with Dan Gilbert, who’s been 
quite an asset to the City of Detroit; a wonderful asset to 
Detroit.  And her business is growing and I’m very proud of 
her and proud of my kids.  They all do well.

 And two of my kids have cottages out on Harsens Island so 
Daddy can go out there and lay down on the hammock and 
watch the boats go by.  And I’m deriving happiness to see 
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my children and Adele’s children having a good way of 
life.

Bankwitz:  You had to get dressed up in a tux last week to go to the 
cupcake award program?

ROSEN:  Absolutely.  You know and I’m not too much for that, but  
that’s part of it and I was honored to be there and happy to 
see how she achieved this nomination.  And she’s well-
liked by the community.

Bankwitz:  And Steve used to be a doctor?

ROSEN:  He still is; he still has his license, he still can practice.  
But he worked for our company for fourteen years plus 
being a doctor at the same time.  He’s an excellent doctor, 
he’s my doctor.  And so he did both things and doctors, a 
lot of doctors that he knows will come to him, “Steve, 
check this x-ray out.  Check this x-ray.”  And he makes a 
father very proud of him, and his son is a physician also.  
And I have, you know, between Adele and I we have 
eighteen, I believe it’s eighteen grandchildren and two on 
the way.

Bankwitz:  My goodness.  Wow, that’s something to be proud of.

ROSEN:  Yes, sure.  They’re all good kids, they all behave, and it’s 
a pleasure to be around them.

Bankwitz:  Now what led you to be a Mason, Ben?

ROSEN:  Well you know, my father wore the ring and I always 
looked at that ring and there was something about it just 
drew me to this.  “Dad what’s this?” and “What is that?”  
And he explained it, you know the meaning.  And he used 
to tell me he’d be down in the street when he applied and 
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asking them questions, “Did you ever hear of the Masons?”  
You know, testing and everything.  And he went, you know 
he got into Masonry and he enjoyed it and he was proud.  
And I said to him, “You know something Dad?  I want to 
be a Mason.  I would love to be a Mason.”  And it came 
about and to this day I’m very proud to be a Mason.

Bankwitz:  What lodges are you affiliated with, Ben?

ROSEN:  Well, I’m affiliated with the Mosaic, and also the 
Roseville Lodge #522.

Bankwitz:  The Mosaic is #530?

ROSEN:  Yes, yes.

Bankwitz:  They meet in the temple in Detroit?

ROSEN:  Yes.

Bankwitz:  And Roseville is out this way.

ROSEN:  Right.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

ROSEN:  Out near where I, right out near my family homestead.  
But now it’s gone because 696 went right through my dad’s 
property.  And it would have been nice if I could still see 
that house.  It would bring pleasure because we never felt 
that we were poor; we never felt or were envious of 
anybody having more than us.  And I derived that from my 
father’s thinking:  oh he’s got a nice home and he has that 
and we’re proud for him.  There was never ever jealousy of 
somebody having more.  And my friends and everything, I 
look at them for who they are and not what they have.
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Bankwitz:  And what lessons have you learned from the Masons 
that you think are important?

ROSEN:  Be honest.  Love of God and I think it’s a wonderful 
organization; I’m proud to be in with the organization.  And 
I hope that my life goes on and I’m still with the 
organization.

Bankwitz:  Yes.  Do you have any questions, Girbe?

Eefsting:  Well, tell us about your participation right now in 
Masonry.  Do you go to the lodge regularly or are you 
involved?

ROSEN:  Well it was very…to participate, raising a family.

Eefsting:  Yes.

ROSEN:  I’ve worked very hard.  Sometimes I worked so hard that 
I never had time.  It was hard for me in Roseville to go all 
the way down in Detroit.  I was raising a family; my father 
was you know old enough to be my grandfather.

Eefsting:  Yes.

ROSEN:  My father was born in 1879.

Eefsting:  How old was your father when you were born?

ROSEN:  I think he was probably about 45, 46 years old.

Eefsting:  Yes.

ROSEN:  And he was about 52 when my brother was born.  And 
he needed help.  Actually, my father said to me, “You 
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know, every Jewish boy doesn’t have to be in the scrap 
business.  You’re very mechanically inclined.  I’m going to 
send you to a school where you could learn to be a tool and 
die maker.”

Eefsting:  Yes.

ROSEN:  And I said, “OK Dad.”  And this fellow was on 
Milwaukee and Detroit, and he had a place where he taught 
the children how to be toolmakers.  He didn’t pay us, we 
didn’t pay him, but we made machines and tools for him.

 One day he went to lunch, and he was a tough teacher, very 
tough teacher.  And he came back from lunch and he 
walked into the shop and the looked around and he saw a 
bunch of kids standing around a machine.  And there 
happened to be one of the students was to the right of him 
and he said, “What’s going on over there?  What’s going 
on?”

 And the young fellow said to him, “Well that’s Ben Rosen’s 
over there, and he just set up the machine and he put the 
surface gauge, and on the shaper.  And he was fitting a 
chuck, and he had the job ready to run.”

 And he said, “Oh, uh huh?”  So he hollered to everybody, 
“All of you, all of you boys, go to your benches, your 
workbenches!”

 And they went there and he said, “Come here Rosen, I want 
to talk to you, Ben.  Listen, you know I have all these 
children; I make a living.  I don’t pay them, they don’t pay 
me, and I turn around and train them to be tool and die 
makers.  You come in here and do the same job as I do and 
I’m trying to teach them.”
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 He said, “How old is your father?”

 And I said, and this was in 1941, I said, “My dad’s 61.”  
And you know right now I’m going to be 89.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

ROSEN:  So he said to me, “Do you know your father’s an old 
man?” and this was 1941.  He said, “The war looks like it’s 
going to break out,” because it was before Pearl Harbor 
Day.  “Why don’t you go help your father in the business?  
He probably needs you.”  So he said, “Go.”  You know 
what I mean?

 So he, by telling me, “Go and work for your father,” and it 
wasn’t easy at first.  You know, it wasn’t easy at first.  And 
that was a blessing in disguise.  It was something that to 
this day, it really was good.  And I went, the business got 
bigger and things got more beautiful.  And it’s one of the 
stories that I really enjoy.

Eefsting:  Yes.  What happened during the war?  Did you end up 
serving in the military?

ROSEN:  On that, I never went into the war.

Eefsting:  OK.

ROSEN:  My mother went on and got clothes.  I said, “Mom, they 
have clothes.  They don’t give you clothes!”  I was 
prepared to go to the Army.  I was skinny, taller; you know 
as I got older I got shorter.

Eefsting:  Yes.
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ROSEN:  And prepared; there was no way I was going to get out of 
the Army.  No way.  My oldest brother went into the war, 
but I didn’t, see.  So we went downtown on Jefferson Street 
and they served us food, and I felt, man, I was in the Army 
already.

 And then we went for the examinations, and he examined 
me and found a little growth in me.  And he checked it and 
he said, “How long have you had it?”  And I said, “I don’t 
remember when I didn’t have it.”  He said, “Well,” and he 
wrote a piece of paper on there, and it said on there to go to 
this room.

 So I went to this room and it must have been a doctor, he 
was in uniform, and I saw the medical insignias on his 
uniform.  And he looked at it and he examined me and he 
said to me the same question, “How long have you had 
that?”  I said, “I don’t remember when I hadn’t had it.”

 He said, “Would you volunteer for limited service?”  And I 
told him the truth, “Of course.”  Because I said, “I’m ready 
to fight for my country.  My mother said, ‘For being in this 
country I would give my children to this country, because 
this country has been good for us.’”

 And so he marked “Reject, Reject” on the papers and I 
went and caught a streetcar.  It was six cents, and a transfer 
was a penny.  And then I took and got across to Gratiot 
from Jefferson, and then took the streetcar to 8 Mile Road 
and Gratiot.  Then from there I caught a bus and rode to 11 
Mile Road and ran home.

 And my mother said to me, “What are you doing here?  
Aren’t you going in the Army?”

 I said, “Ma, they don’t want me.”
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 So she said, “I can’t believe it.  They can’t take you?”  You 
know, and she was surprised.  She said, “Now?”

 So here I am.  So one time I read an article there was a 
Civil War veteran, they rejected him.  He lived to be over a 
hundred.

Eefsting:  Yes.

ROSEN:  Maybe I might luck out.

Eefsting:  Yes.

Bankwitz:  I introduced you to Don Carmen and he helped you get 
into Roseville Lodge.  And you have some good friends 
there, don’t you?

ROSEN:  Yes, the Worshipful Master, and Al Keys and he are 
either related or super friends.  In fact, the Worshipful 
Master of Roseville’s father took Al into Masonry; he was 
Worshipful Master.

Bankwitz:  Yes, isn’t that nice?

ROSEN:  And like I told you, the man that started it, Mr. Coombs, 
was the one that sponsored me and Fred Kaiser. Who is an 
old American:  came here in the 1840’s, you know.  You 
couldn’t ask for better people.

Bankwitz:  Right.

ROSEN:  And you know, I never did anything; I’ve never been to 
jail, never smoked, don’t drink.
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Bankwitz:  Well I think that was one of your lifelong goals was to 
be a member of Roseville Lodge.

ROSEN:  I wanted to but my father just felt like that decisions he 
made were his and it wasn’t, you know, my decision.  In 
later years it gives me so much respect for the Roseville 
Lodge to be so generous and so nice to take me into their 
membership.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

ROSEN:  And you have no idea how much I appreciate that.

Bankwitz:  Oh, that’s wonderful.  It’s a heartwarming story.

Eefsting:  Yes.

ROSEN:  Yes.

Eefsting:  Did you ever go through the chairs or hold any office in 
the lodge?

ROSEN:  No, I never did.  I was busy raising a family.

Eefsting:  Right.

ROSEN:  And in my business, you know, I used to bale paper and 
I’m scared of mice.  And I’d go behind the stores, open the 
stores from, it was Big Bear Markets you remember that?

Bankwitz:  Yes.

ROSEN:  And rats flying out of there.  And my father, he was an 
old Russian soldier, you know, he wasn’t scared of 
anything.  And my younger brother, he didn’t like them but 
he…  But me?  One running across my face over there on 
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this thing that…and one day I was tying up a bale and I see 
a little face going like this and so I almost fainted.

Eefsting:  Yes.

ROSEN:  “Dad, Dad!”  And he went, “Oh, that’s nothing.”  Took 
him out and dumped the bail.  It makes me laugh about 
that.

Eefsting:  Yes.

Bankwitz:  Your son had an interesting story about how he could 
work in the company for 90 hours a week during the 
summer, and pay for tuition at the University of Michigan, 
pay for an apartment and even get a car.  Now this is pretty 
awesome.  And that he was able to get through medical 
school at Wayne State.  What an achievement.

ROSEN:  It was, you know something?  That happens, you know.  
I don’t know if it can happen today, but in those days that’s 
a miracle.  Now my brother Burt was very, very good in 
school and he was really college material.  He was, but he 
decided he was going to help his father in the business.  
And the only thing he passed away when he was 63 years 
old.

 He played in a band; he was a trumpeter.  But this was a 
hobby with him, and he played with the Detroit Police 
Department, he was with the Detroit musicians, he was 
with the Pontiac musicians, he played with Trudell, Johnny 
Trudell.  When they’d bring in like Sammy Kaye and 
Sinatra and Tex Benneke they’d come in with a few of the 
musicians and he would, Johnny Trudell would fit him in 
there.  And my brother was on top player; he’d play like the 
song, The Bumblebee, you know.  He was excellent; but 
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only as a hobby, and he enjoyed it.  And now I see, oh 
about a year ago, Johnny Trudell, he’s an old, old man now.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

ROSEN:  Yes, but he played in all of these orchestras in Polish 
bands.  One in Michigan Avenue, Hamtramck, and down 
river, he played in the bands.  And I think that passive 
smoke gave him lung cancer.

Eefsting:  Oh, is that right?

ROSEN:  And, because he didn’t smoke.

Eefsting:  Probably.

ROSEN:  And sitting on the bandstand; smoke, smoke, smoke.  
Like I go into a restaurant and it’s just wonderful, because 
if I smell smoke a mile away I can’t stand it.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

Eefsting:  So that’s what he died at 63 of, lung cancer?

ROSEN:  Passive smoke.  It’s a shame.

Eefsting:  Yes.

ROSEN:  He was bright, he was smart, he was college material, 
but he…in our family he wanted to do that.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

Eefsting:  Is there anything else that you want to talk about, Ben?

ROSEN:  No, this has been enjoyable having you guys do this.
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Eefsting:  Yes.

ROSEN:  I didn’t know what I was getting into, but sometimes you 
know, Columbus took a chance and I took a chance and it 
paid off.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

Eefsting:  Well we loved listening to your story.

ROSEN:  I hope so.

Bankwitz:  Well…

Eefsting:  Very privileged always to get to hear stories of Masons 
in Michigan.

ROSEN:  Yes.  I’m happy that you thought it was all right, because 
I thought I was going to be so nervous.

Eefsting:  You did great.

Bankwitz:  This is irrefutable evidence that the American Dream is 
not dead.

Eefsting:  This is a perfect example.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

ROSEN:  You know, when my relatives come over here, “The poor 
Rosens, the poor Rosens.”  And then they start seeing the 
Rosens a little more, a little more.  And then they would say 
to me in later years, because most of them are dead because 
of my age, they say, “Oh, you’re doing so fine,” you know.  
And all of this, so and they used the word “the farmers.”  I 
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used to resent that:  “the farmers.”  And “the farmer” came 
ahead of them.  And that was just the joy of it.

Eefsting:  Yes.

ROSEN:  “Oh, you’re doing so well, so nice.”  But there’s only a 
few left, so you know something, I don’t hold a grudge for 
anything.  A person that holds a grudge hurts themselves 
more than the person they’re grudged about.

Eefsting:  Yes.

ROSEN:  Forget it.  My Steve tells me, “Dad, you get a problem, it 
bothers you for a day and the next day it’s gone.”  And I 
say, “If you can’t do anything about it forget it.”  Forget it.  
You’re only hurting yourself.

Eefsting:  That’s good information.

Bankwitz:  It’s been a privilege to listen to your stories, Ben, and 
you have a wonderful family; you should be very proud.

Eefsting:  Yes.

Bankwitz:  And we’re very proud to have you as a brother Mason 
in the Grand Lodge of Michigan.  So thank you so much 
for sharing your stories with us today.  We’re most grateful.

Eefsting:  And I am, it’s a pleasure for me to talk to you guys.  It’s 
been a wonderful day for me.
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