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Joe Corrado:  September 18th, on a Tuesday afternoon.  I have the great opportunity to spend the 
afternoon with a very prestigious, well-known morning radio host, known as the Morning 
Mayor for many years.  David Eddy, thank you for allowing me to interview you.  I am 
going to ask you several questions regarding your background, because I like to learn 
quite a bit about who you are and what you’ve been able to do for our community and for 
the Masonic Order.

 First of all, tell me a little bit about your family, your grandparents, even from my 
understanding you’re a little bit of a genealogist?

DAVID EDDY:  You’re right, Joe.  Thank you very much for inviting me first off, and welcome 
to our humble abode here.  I’m happy to provide the background for it.  Well let’s see, it 
all began back at Albion, which isn’t too far from where I live now, Battle Creek.  I was 
the youngest of four boys born to H. C. and Edna Eddy in Albion.  And it seems I grew 
up basically as an only child because my three older brothers were much older than I, and 
I think when I came along the next to me brother was like fifteen years old.  So I’ve been 
referred to as one of those “whoops” childs, if you know what I mean.  (laughs)  So I 
really didn’t have brothers and no sisters, just the three brothers, and by the time I was 
about four years old they were off to the Second World War.  So I never had playmates, 
brothers and so on; I was kind of raised as an only child.

 But it was a great childhood.  Albion at that time was just a great place, a wonderful town 
to grow up in.  The school system was great, I got a great background education and basic 
education there, a little bit of everything of course.  And met a lot of friends, knew a lot 
of people.  Everybody, you didn’t know all of the people in town, I think it was about 
12,000 population then, but it was just a really nice town to grow up in.

Corrado:  What schools did you go to in Albion?

EDDY:  I went to Washington Gardiner High School, and that was just sold about two years ago 
to Albion College for I think a buck or something like that.  But I spent thirteen years in 
that building, including the kindergarten, and thirteen years in that very building.  At that 
time the elementary school was there and they didn’t have middle schools at that point in 
time, and high school.  So I had my complete formal education in that building, and it’s 
always been kind of special to me, you know.

 But it was Washington Gardiner High School, named after the honorable Washington 
Gardiner who was a Civil War hero; I think he also was Secretary of State or something 
or other.  A very active senator, he was also head of the Grand Army of the Republic back 
when they were very, very big.  He was the National Commander at that time.  So I was 
always kind of proud to be a graduate of Washington Gardiner High School, which 
Albion High School is another name for it I guess.

Corrado:  Now were your parents born in Albion?



EDDY:  No, my dad was born in Union City, which was probably 25 miles there from Albion.  
He came from Union City in 1911 came to Albion, so that’ll date me a little bit.  But my 
mother was an Albion product, born of immigrants there, German immigrants.  Her 
maiden name was Bergsdresser.  And my dad’s family, the Eddy family, as we probably 
will talk about in a little while, came to the shores of this country before it was a country, 
in 1630.  So a long time ago.  But my mother’s side of the family came through 
immigration of course from Germany, Bavaria.  So a varied background to say the least.

Corrado:  Well while you’re talking about your dad’s family, it was very interesting to me when 
I first talked with you to get to know you a little bit more, you told me about your dad’s 
history.

EDDY:  Yes, yes.

Corrado:  And his family’s history; do you want to expand a little bit more on that?

EDDY:  Do you want me to go into the…?

Corrado:  I think it would be great.

EDDY:  Masonic history, or…?

Corrado:  The Masonic history, your ties going back to almost the, back in the days?

EDDY:  Well yes, the Eddy family came to this country in 1630.  There were two brothers.  My 
great-grandfather like six times removed was the Vicar of Cranbrook in England, which 
Cranbrook is located south-southeast of London.

Corrado:  London.

EDDY:  He was the vicar over there.  He was born in the 1500s.  Two brothers came over to this 
country on a little ship called the Handmaid.  And it was a rough time getting, they 
landed at Plymouth ten years after the original pioneers.  Of course, the pilgrims; 
although they were also called Pilgrims at that time.

Corrado:  Pilgrims, yes.

EDDY:  And I am descended from Samuel.  There were John and Samuel, and as you 
mentioned I have been interested in genealogy and I have traced this all back and very, 
very interesting.  A lot of the work was done for me on the Eddy family because there’s 
an Eddy Association, and I just found it fascinating to go back and find out where they 
lived.  In Plymouth, they owed property in Plymouth proper, they then moved to a little 
town called Swansea, which is about twelve miles from Providence, Rhode Island.  Of 
course out there the distances are very, very short, you know.



Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  And so it isn’t very far, really, between any of those cities.  But I have been out there, I 
think three times, and visited the old Eddy burial ground.  And that’s where my forbearers 
lie, my great-great-great-great grandparents; really a thrill to know that they’re there.  
Very, in the middle of the town but yet it’s separated because there’s land around it.  And 
it’s not kept very well, it’s just one of those old burial grounds.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  And you can kind of look over the knoll and see one of the rivers, one of the bays down 
there, not far off of the ocean of course.  So it goes back a long way on the Eddy side of 
the family.

 My dad’s mother was a Chivvis, C-H-I-V-V-I-S, which is a rather unusual name.  They 
don’t go back quite that far, but my third great-grandfather was born in Virginia I think 
like in 1746 and he fought in the Civil War with General Washington in places like 
Monmouth, the Battle of Monmouth.  And I have determined records, or found records.

Corrado:  In the Revolutionary War?

EDDY:  In the Revolutionary War, he spent that horrible winter, 1777 I guess with George 
Washington at Valley Forge.

Corrado:  Yes, wow.

EDDY:  I had an opportunity to go out to Valley Forge a couple of years ago and actually 
looked up his name and sure enough there it is, right there in the records, and told me 
what regiment he was in.  He was a gunner, and to me it’s just fascinating to learn things 
like that.

Corrado:  So it sounds like the Eddy family has historic ties of building this country ever since 
the days of the Pilgrims.

EDDY:  Yes, absolutely.  Yes, absolutely.  Interestingly enough, if I can mention this now, I tried 
to find where he was buried.  And I finally in the records found that he was buried near 
the towers that were destroyed in 2011, very near there in a little cemetery.  He died in 
1823, and he was buried in a cemetery, the old Dutch Reformed burial ground.

 And about, and I went to New York and tried to find that cemetery, and I hired a taxicab 
and we looked at the old marble cemetery and all of these other ones.  And I learned that 
it was on Houston Street.  Now we pronounce it “Hews-ton” around here, but in New 
York they call it “House-ton” Street.  Because I would say, “Really I think the cemetery I 
want to find, sir, is on ‘Hews-ton’ Street.”



 He said, “There isn’t any ‘Hews-ton’ Street around here.”  He said, “You mean ‘House-
ton’ Street?  Maybe that’s it.”

 Couldn’t find it, could not find it.  So I did some more research after coming back from 
New York and finally found a book, and it indicated that all of those cemeteries, all of the 
bodies in all of those cemeteries except a very few of them were disinterred and moved 
across the East River by night in wagon trains.  They moved all of these remains over to 
Long Island and Brooklyn, and I found out that my grandfather, great-great-great 
grandfather, his wife and a son were all interred at Cyprus Hill Cemetery in Long Island, 
out on Long Island.  And I’ve got some pictures I think we can show you here of a 
monument that I found that is dedicated to all of those members of the cemetery, those 
people that were interred there, and it’s a huge, huge monument in this big cemetery, 
Cyprus Hill Cemetery.

Corrado:  Now with all that rich history any of your ancestors had become Masons?

EDDY:  Yes, and I jotted down some dates here, because fortunately my father, Joe, kept a lot of 
things.  And just like with me, I don’t throw many things away.  But my great-grandfather 
became a member of the Union City Lodge in Union City, Michigan.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  I was reading through some of his diaries and I never knew that.  I never knew he was a 
Mason.

Corrado:  Wow.

EDDY:  But all of a sudden I saw where, “I was elected Tyler of the Union City Lodge,” 
whatever it was 68 or 58 or what number, no longer there of course, “in 1871, 1872, 
1873, 1874.”  So he was a Mason way back when, and that was the Chivvis side of the 
family as well, my dad’s mother’s side of the family.

 John Eddy, my dad’s father, also I found records when I was going through the old 
records of the Masonic Lodge in Union City.  They were being stored at the historical 
society there.  And I found where he was a member of the lodge in Union City as well, 
and I never knew that.  I don’t even think my dad knew that.  I don’t think my father 
knew that his dad was a Mason.

Corrado:  So when did you do this?  After you became a Mason?

EDDY:  Oh yes, this was within the past five or ten years I discovered all of this stuff.

Corrado:  Interesting.



EDDY:  Yes.  So it’s a family tradition.  The Masonic Tradition has really been strong in our 
family.

Corrado:  You had mentioned you have brothers.

EDDY:  Yes.

Corrado:  Tell me a little bit about their background.

EDDY:  Well, my oldest brother, let’s see, he had a son three months after I was born.  So all 
through school my little nephew, he wasn’t little; he’s a tall guy, and myself were thought 
to be twins or brothers or whatever, because of the relationship, you know.  So we went 
all through school together in the same grades.

 And so he was kind of out of the picture but then the second brother in line, Max or 
Mickey, joined the Army shortly after Pearl Harbor.  He served with General Patton in 
Italy.  I remember him, I was young but I was aware of what was happening, and they 
would send little v-letters, the v-mails, you know?  They would write a letter and the 
government or someone would take a picture of it and then send the little, because it 
would save on paper and everything else, of course.  But he watched Mt. Vesuvius erupt 
over there and sent pictures of him standing in front of the Leaning Tower of Pisa.

 But unfortunately he was a tank driver, and he was hit with some shrapnel in Italy, and I 
do have a picture of that battle as it was taking place that one of his friends sent back to 
his folks.  And he pulled out of it; he was hospitalized for a long, long time at Walla 
Walla, Washington; Cle Elum, Washington; and then at Percy Jones Hospital for a while 
as well.  But he had a plate in his head, and he was, he could not see to the left at all for 
the rest of his life, to the left or down.  So he received I guess pretty good compensation I 
suppose from that from the government.  But he went on to lead a regular, whatever that 
might be, a regular life; had a family with a couple of different wives.  One passed away 
very young.

 The next brother in line which was next to me, of course he probably hated me because I 
came along and when he wanted to be out with his friends at fourteen, fifteen years, 
sixteen years of age or whatever, he had to babysit with me.  But he joined the Navy in 
1943.  He lied about his age; he quit school, he lied about his age, got into the Navy, and 
he was a baker on two different ships:  the USS Indus, which was a net layer in the 
Second World War, and the USS Yellowstone.  And they saw a lot of action in the 
Philippine Islands and elsewhere, and he sent back a lot of pictures.  And he came 
through unscathed and came back and enjoyed a long, fairly long life.  He died I think at 
the age of 82 maybe.

Corrado:  Yes.



EDDY:  He was the only Mason of my brothers.  He joined the Masonic Lodge.  He belonged in 
Albion I believe and also I think he transferred to Webberville, Michigan where he lived.  
He worked for the Michigan Liquor Control Commission in later life and died, they 
moved to Arlington, Texas and passed away down there.  That basically is my basic 
family.

Corrado:  You had two brothers that went into the military.

EDDY:  Yes, yes.

Corrado:  You have served our country too.

EDDY:  Well I was right in-between, you know, these different wars and things, but I did join 
the National Guard in Albion.  It was an artillery unit and it was an honor battery, really, 
many times.  We won the Eisenhower Trophy a number of times and it was a good 
battery.  And I became the battery clerk, so I’m the one who typed out the morning 
reports and so on.  I got a lot of breaks; no KP, stuff like that you know that other people, 
they didn’t have that advantage, really.

 A friend of mine was a pilot in the Army Guard, a helicopter pilot and a fixed wing 
aircraft pilot.  And many times, and he was an officer, and he said, “Dave, would you like 
to go flying?” rather than, you know, go do your duties that particular day or something.

 And I said, “Well, if I can get off I would much rather do that.”

 So we did a lot of that.  We did a lot of hopping around chasing deer with the helicopter 
and it just was a lot of fun.

 But I served eight years at Camp Grayling, which is the summer campground.  And of 
course every week, I think maybe it was Tuesday night I would spend.  So you spend a 
lot of time, you spend a lot of time there.  You don’t get a lot of advantages being in the 
Guard that you do in the regular Army, of course, but I just was at the wrong time for 
serving any active duty.

Corrado:  It could have been the right time, because you were able to serve your community a 
little bit later as a result of having the freedom.

EDDY:  Absolutely, yes, and that allowed me to do a lot of things locally that I wasn’t able to 
do.

Corrado:  Now, I’m impressed on your career.  I’m one of your fans.

EDDY:  Thank you.

Corrado:  And I don’t know the history on how you got started in radio.  Was it in radio?



EDDY:  Yes.  Yes, it sure was.  As I said my complete formal training occurred at Washington 
Gardiner High School, or in Washington Gardiner Building.  And right out of high 
school, Joe, I had been working part time I think maybe from the ninth grade up to the 
twelfth grade at a clothing store in downtown Albion, the Union Store they called it.  And 
the manager of the radio station used to come in there because the Union Store did 
advertising on the local radio station, WALM, at that time.  It’s no longer in existence.

 And I kind of got to know him and he kind of got to know me stocking shelves and 
selling to customers and so on.  And there was an opening that came about as a 
salesperson at WALM, so he thought I might be interested in that.  Well I was, so I quit 
my job that I had through high school, a part time job, and went to work for the radio 
station.  He wanted me to sell advertising.  So here’s a kid eighteen years old, absolutely 
no experience at selling or anything, very naïve, and he wanted me to sell advertising.

 Well I tried it, and I think I was this close to being canned when one night, we were a 
dawn to dusk radio station, so after dark why we’d shut the station down and you’d go 
out there and play around.  I had some friends that actually worked at the station on the 
air, and I did some taping, just playing around out there.  Well the manager happened to 
hear my efforts; not that it was even an audition, he just heard some of the things I was 
playing around with.  And he said, “You know, we ought to put you on the air.”

 I said, “Oh, no.”

Corrado:  How old were you at the time?

EDDY:  Eighteen.

Corrado:  Eighteen, yes.

EDDY:  So that led to my doing station breaks during Detroit Tiger baseball games that we 
carried.  Then they gave me a program, I think an hour program at some god-awful hour, 
I don’t know what time it was; terrible, terrible radio hour anyway.  And then he gave me 
some more responsibilities on the air.

 Then I started doing a morning show, and started doing a program from Marshall called 
Shoppers Stop.  We were a remote broadcast where you do it away from the studio, you 
know.  And from nine until noon from 110 N Eagle Street in Marshall I did Shoppers 
Stop they called it.  We had rolls and coffee for people.  People would come in, I’d talk to 
everybody from the City Manager to the cop that gave out the tickets, you know on the 
cars for overtime parking.  And I just really got a wonderful education that way.

 At noon I would hurry over to Schuler’s, Winn Schuler’s Restaurant.

Corrado:  Yes.



EDDY:  Did a live broadcast of organ music, Gay Potter was the organist and I would introduce 
the organ music, live organ music from 12:15 until 1:00 every day.

 And then I would I guess cool my heels and then I did a record show for teenagers called 
Pop Shop from four until five o’clock from various locations.  GC Murphy Company and 
Western Auto and all of the teenagers from Marshall High School would just converge on 
this place, and I would play the records and read dedications.  You know, “This is for Joe 
and Mary and for Elizabeth and Paul.”  And you know, it would take longer to read the 
requests and the dedications than it took the record to play, you know.  But that was 
beside the point; a very, very popular program.  I got to know so many people that way, 
so many people.

 And then in 1960 I received an invitation to come to Battle Creek.  In fact, within the 
same week I got a call from the old WELL radio station to come over, a well-established 
old station in Battle Creek, been on the air since the 1920’s I think; one of the pioneer 
stations.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  And did an audition for them, and within just maybe a day I got a call from Larry 
Collins who was the program director at WBCK and he wanted me to come over and do 
an audition.  Well I decided that I’d probably rather work for BCK, I don’t know whether 
it was because of the, you know the more money or just what it was, I don’t know.  But I 
made that decision, and 48 years later I retired from there.

 I did the morning show for 47 years.  I got up at 3:52 every morning, did the morning 
show.  For twenty years I lived at Wall Lake which is up in Barry County near Delton, 
and drove in every morning at 23 miles no matter what the weather.

Corrado:  And winter in Michigan can be pretty challenging.

EDDY:  Winter in Michigan is right, yes.  So that basically covers my career.  They did send 
me, WBCK did send me to Chicago for a crash course to become a first class license 
holder, FCC license so that I could actually be at the station and we didn’t have to have a 
chief engineer on site.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  So I did pass my third class, second class and then first class FCC license.

Corrado:  So you were able to do it on both sides of the glass.

EDDY:  Yes.  Not that I knew much about it because they taught you the test, you know?  At 
Elkins Institute of Radio; it was in the Litton Building right downtown just off of Wabash 



Avenue.  And they allowed me to stay at this luxurious hotel known as the YMCA Hotel 
in the 800 block of South Wabash Avenue.

Corrado:  In downtown Chicago.

EDDY:  And I could count the little bugs that would run across the floor.  (laughs)  And this, not 
more than a couple of months ago we had occasion to be in Chicago and I got up early 
one morning, we were staying north of the river.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  And I had an opportunity to walk the length of Wabash Avenue, that’s a long way down 
there.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  835 I think it was South Wabash.  I wanted to see if the buildings were still there and 
see what it looked like and just, you know, it had been a long time.  1964 is when I did 
that.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  And sure enough, the old YMCA Hotel was there.  It’s not the hotel anymore.

Corrado:  Right.

EDDY:  But I think it’s apartment buildings and they’ve changed the entrance to the building 
and that’s all different.  I took some pictures.

 Then I walked up several, four or five blocks, to the Litton Building on Adams Street I 
think it is right there.  It’s now, what’s the big university down there?  There are several 
universities in Chicago.

Corrado:  Columbia and De Paul University I think is down there.

EDDY:  De Paul, I think it’s De Paul perhaps.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  But just took some pictures.  That building looks the same.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  But, so it was kind of a trip down memory lane for me on that one.



Corrado:  So since you were eighteen years old you have been in the business of radio.

EDDY:  Broadcasting, yes.

Corrado:  And from disc jockey to radio show host it sounds like, and even…

EDDY:  Yes, I did a little bit of everything.  A little bit of everything.

Corrado:  OK.  As a radio personality you’ve been able to, actually have been able to share 
many other people’s lives through interviews.

EDDY:  Yes.

Corrado:  Do you remember some of the notables that you had an opportunity to meet through 
this business?

EDDY:  Oh my gosh.  You know there are so many, but you know it’s nice to talk about the 
notables because that’s, you know people, that’s what they remember.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  But you know, here’s this snotty-nosed kid from Albion rubbing shoulders with people, 
well I’ve got a little bit of a list because I can’t remember all of these people so I have to 
refer to some of these people.

 I think probably number one on the list would be Red Skelton.  I had a wonderful 
opportunity, a wonderful story; if we have time I might be able to share with you on that.

 But I had an opportunity to introduce Bob Hope on stage, theatre in the round at the 
Kellogg Arena.  They had the largest audience at the Kellogg Arena at that time for Bob 
Hope, and here I was up on stage with this icon, Bob Hope, introduced him to the 
audience.  I think it was, yes it was a fundraiser for the Red Cross I think it was.

 George Burns, wonderful story with him.

 Ernie Harwell, I just had a wonderful, wonderful time with Ernie Harwell interviewing 
him on a couple of occasions.

 Richard Simmons, you know the guru, the weight loss guru?

Corrado:  Weight loss, yes.  Did he sit down for the interview?

EDDY:  No.  I was doing the show in the morning, early morning.  He came in; he was to do a 
speech later in the day.



Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  But he came into the station and he made an absolute shambles of my program.  Honest 
to Pete, I’ve got a tape of it, and in fact when I give speeches around I use a couple of 
excerpts from that.  But he’s just crazy, absolutely crazy.  And I said, “Well Richard, 
we’ve got to take time out for…”  We were NBC at that time.  “We’ve got to take time 
out for NBC News at the top of the hour.”

 “Oh!” he says, “There’s nothing going on!  There’s nothing going on!”  He said, “Let’s 
just continue on here.  Just continue on!”

 I mean he was just, just crazy.

Corrado:  He challenged your skills.

EDDY:  Oh my gosh, you better believe that.  But he made a shambles of things.

 Myron Florin, the accordionist.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  He brought his accordion one time.  He was appearing with the group, the Lawrence 
Welk group.

Corrado:  Lawrence Welk, yes.

EDDY:  But he brought his accordion, played music for us.

 Ernie Banks.

Corrado:  Ernie Banks, I grew up with Ernie Banks.

EDDY:  Ernie Banks stopped by.  Oh, I bet you did.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  Stan Musial.  I did a wonderful interview with him, and a couple of weeks later after I 
interviewed him, I don’t know where he got the information but in the mail I got a 
beautiful, you know a big color picture autographed by Stan Musial.

 Let’s see…Nick Sabin, of course a lot of sports people I had a chance to talk with.
.

Corrado:  Right.



EDDY:  Pat Paulson was another one; ran for president a couple of times.

Corrado:  Yes, a comedian running for president.

EDDY:  That’s right, and I had an opportunity to have lunch with him, which was very special.

 Skitch Henderson, I had a chance to introduce him.

 Johnny Cash, I did a broadcast from the top of the, what was in the Stauffer Hotel here in 
Battle Creek sixteenth floor.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  Did a broadcast at noon, every noon from there and played records at that time and 
interviewed people who might be in town and so on.  Well there’s Johnny Cash sitting 
over there so I said, “Oh my gosh, maybe I can get him to come over here.”  So I didn’t 
expect he would, but he came over, I’ll bet he talked for 45 minutes.

Corrado:  Talk about a man with a history.

EDDY:  Yes.  Boy there are so many things that I don’t really remember what I asked him.  But 
I think back now and all the things I would like to ask him that I may not have, I don’t 
know.  But we made conversation and it was just a very special, special time.

 Gerald Ford, Bonnie Blair the skater, these are all people that I have interviewed.

 Ann Jillian, that was a great interview.  She went through so much, you know, with 
mastectomies and so on.  What a great, great person.

Corrado:  She was one of the first to really bring it out publicly.

EDDY:  Yes, she was, and very inspiring.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  She was at the hotel and came up.

 Ernest Tubb, I had a chance to introduce him for a, I think it was a Shrine fundraiser.  He 
was in town for that.

 Hank Snow, I met him over at Schuller’s one time, one evening.

 Kitty Wells, Tom Izzo of course and you know…

Corrado:  The list goes on.



EDDY:  The list goes on, so many great, great memories of those people.  But all in all those are 
a few of the people, but it’s the day to day people that you talk with, the movers and 
shakers and not the movers and shakers that you talk with that really made it worthwhile.  
And I got to know so many people, so many people in this community.  Just, it’s 
incredible, just incredible.

Corrado:  We always hear about bloopers or issues.  What was one of your favorites?

EDDY:  I, you know I think I was…

Corrado:  Murphy’s Law issue that popped up with you.

EDDY:  Always something would come up but nothing really that really stands out.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  I was being, it isn’t really a blooper, but I was trying to be funny one time early on 
when I came to Battle Creek here in the sixties, and I had a good friend Tom McHale, he 
was later on the news director at WBCK.  And we had a program that we called The 
Trade Market.  People would send in postcards and they would advertise things that they 
wanted to sell or so on and so forth.  So I filled out one of those cards, and he was 
reading them and I was working as his board man.  And I filled out a card one time and I 
said, “For sale, tombstone.  A great, great buy for someone named Johnson.”  And you 
know filled out the rest of the numbers and so on and so forth.

 And somehow or other he got wind of this thing and he read it of course.  And he knew 
something was up of course just by “tombstone with Johnson,” you know.  But he went 
out, or had somebody go out and make a call to the radio station.  And they said, “Dave, 
there’s somebody by the name of Johnson that is really upset with you about something 
they heard on the air.”

Corrado:  Oh, no.

EDDY:  (laughs)  Just stupid stuff like that.

Corrado:  Right, yes.

EDDY:  Guys would try to break you up and they’d take off their clothes, you know.

Corrado:  Oh, no!

EDDY:  Set your copy afire, you know.  Just stuff like that.  One time I was all alone at the 
station, it was during the noon hour, and I happened to be in the newsroom with the 
clacking teletype, you know, chi-chi-chi-chi-chi-CHA, chi-chi-chi-chi-CHA, you know.  



And I heard the front door, this is when we were downtown at that time in the Security 
Bank Building, a lot of traffic and everything.  But it was noon hour and everybody was 
gone except me.  I was the only one there.  We had some network show I suppose on or 
something, maybe a record playing.  I was in the newsroom and I knew that the news 
director, Jim Cleaver at that time, was coming back.  He was going to be back, so in the 
newsroom I was in there and I just heard these footsteps coming and I knew it was Jim, I 
just knew it was him.  So I just jumped out, jumped out of the room and just HAAAA!  
You know like this?  Well it wasn’t Jim Cleaver.

Corrado:  Oh, no.

EDDY:  (laughs)  It happened to be the then State Supreme Court Justice Mary Coleman.

Corrado:  Oh, no!

EDDY:  Who came to the station for some reason or other.  And you talk about being 
embarrassed, that was terrible.  (laughs)

Corrado:  That was an oops.

EDDY:  That was an oops all right.  But as far as bloopers there have been a lot of them.  In fact 
I use many bloopers in my radio presentation that I do for speeches.  But there are so 
many opportunities, Joe, for stuff like that.

Corrado:  Oh, I’m sure there are.

EDDY:  Every time you open the microphone.

Corrado:  For all the years.

EDDY:  Yes, there’s an opportunity.

Corrado:  Now your shows were live, weren’t they?

EDDY:  Oh, yes.

Corrado:  Yes, so they were never taped.

EDDY:  No, no, you know, no.  And of course back in those days we played records.  Do you 
remember what those were?

Corrado:  Yes, yes, I remember.  I had a bunch of records.  My son wouldn’t know, but…

EDDY:  No, that’s right.  We had just gotten through the 78 RPM thing when I got into radio.



Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  And the 45 RPMs were the big thing.  And huge, I mean kids were buying those things 
just right and left.  And I got into the business just at the right time.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  I mean, I really enjoyed the music because I was a teenager for crying out loud when I 
was playing them.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  And later on of course, but it was just a great time to be in radio.

Corrado:  Now you started your career in Albion.

EDDY:  Yes.

Corrado:  And kind of moved around and finally ended up in Battle Creek.

EDDY:  Yes.

Corrado:  It sounds like Battle Creek put their arms around you.

EDDY:  They did.

Corrado:  And brought you in as a son for the city.  How did you acquire your nickname?

EDDY:  I really, somebody started, I think it was, I think it was a program director at the radio 
station.  I had been there for so long doing that morning show that he may have heard that 
term somewhere.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  But he thought it would be a good idea, and he started calling me the Morning Mayor.  
And I’ll tell you, I am amazed at how that moniker has attached itself to me.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  It just, I mean instantaneously.  The Morning Mayor.  Oh, it’s the Morning Mayor!  The 
Morning Mayor!  Now there’s a friend of mine who was an actual mayor of Battle Creek.

Corrado:  Yes.



EDDY:  And he claims that he started it, but I don’t think he did.  And I think he’s mad at me 
anyway in some way because we’d appear on a program together and I would be the 
emcee and I said, “Well I’m the Night Mayor and I would like to introduce you to the 
Night Mayor over here.”  (laughs)  So we had a lot of fun.  But you’re right, people really 
embraced, embraced me and I’m very grateful for that.

Corrado:  Now what time or what part of your career did you join the Masons?  When did this 
happen in your life?

EDDY:  I joined the Masons in Albion.

Corrado:  OK.

EDDY:  Yurah #14.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  And at the behest, I think my dad was quite, had quite a hand in that.  He wanted me to 
join; he didn’t put a lot of pressure on or anything, but I’m sure he said, “I’d really like to 
have you join.”  So took my entered apprentice in 1959.

Corrado:  OK.

EDDY:  And I think it was late in the year 1959.  I’ve got it in my bible back here, over here 
somewhere.  But all of the dates are listed.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  But then I received you know the Fellow Craft.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  And then my Master Mason Degree, which was 1960.  And I received my Life 
Membership, oh my gosh it’s probably been what?  Twelve years ago I guess at least.  
Because I received my Fifty Year pin a couple of years ago.

Corrado:  A couple of years ago.

EDDY:  So I’ve got about 52 years I think right now.

Corrado:  Now other than being a Blue Lodge member you decided to get involved…

EDDY:  Further?

Corrado:  Further, in other chapters.



EDDY:  I did.  As a matter of fact we could back up just a moment.  When I was in Albion I did 
start through the chairs.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  And I became I think Junior Warden.  And at that time, that was just about the time that 
I was thinking about getting married, moving to Battle Creek which I did in 1960.  So 
that fits the picture.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  And I really enjoyed that position, but I wasn’t there for very long.  And then I moved 
to Battle Creek; it was very difficult to drive back and forth.  My folks still lived in 
Albion of course and I tried to get over there, but that Tuesday night would be another 
additional night.  Radio in those days wasn’t all the best paying job in the world, so you 
know you just, you just have to give up a few things.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  So I gave up my going through the line.  I belonged to the Albion Lodge until they 
went dark maybe twelve years ago or something like that.  And they transferred all of the 
membership over to Marshall and I was included in that, in that group.

 And I had two sons that I had encouraged to join the Masons and a nephew.  I had tried to 
get them into the Albion Lodge but they didn’t seem too interested in it, so fortunately 
Bruce Welcher and some other ones said, “We’ll take them, you know, we’ll work with 
you.”  You know?  So I got my two sons and my nephew, went through at the same time.

Corrado:  You were involved with their degree work?

EDDY:  Yes, yes.  And so I decided to transfer my membership to #12 Battle Creek as well.  In 
the meantime I had at some point in time started to go through the York Rite in Marshall 
and I remember taking maybe a couple of the degrees.  I don’t remember much about it.  
It’s just kind of a blank for me back then.  But I never continued that.  Number one, I 
couldn’t afford it.  Having, I guess maybe one or two kids by that time, you know?  And 
this was back in the early sixties.

 But then I became interested, my dad had always wanted to become a 32nd Degree 
Mason, Scottish Rite.  So some of the brothers in the Masonic Lodge over there saw to it 
that he could become a member, and they helped him.  He was never, you know, we 
never went hungry, let’s say, but never had a lot of extra money either.  He worked at 
Union Steel Products Company in Albion; he was a tool crib attendant, manager.



 But so he decided that after they said, “Well, we’re going to offer you this money.  We’re 
going to give you the money to go up there or at least a part of it.”  And he said, “Dave,” 
he said, “I would really like you to go with me.”

 So I scraped some money together somehow or other, whatever it was at that time.  It was 
a lot of money anyway I thought.  And we both joined Scottish Rite Masonry in February 
of 1967.

Corrado:  So you joined with your father?

EDDY:  I did. 

Corrado:  Wow.

EDDY:  I did.  And it was quite a, it was a fairly good-sized class back then in those days.  I 
don’t remember how many.  There’s a picture downstairs with all of our pictures on it.

Corrado:  Right.

EDDY:  But that was during the time, I think there was a, there was a blizzard at that time, 
terrible, and we sat in the amphitheater in the Scottish Rite Temple, and you could hear 
something banging and banging.  The snow and just, oh, the snow and the wind was 
blowing just a terrible, terrible.  But it was nice to be in there in the warm and all that 
work going on, you know.  I think at that time it was a three day, you had to take three 
days, and the radio station, BCK gave me time enough to go up there and get the work.

 So I became involved in that.  1969 they had a huge Hot Sands Shrine endeavor.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  I had always indicated that I would at one time like to join the Shrine.  I had always 
heard a lot about that, you know, “the playground of Masonry” and everything.  And 
again, monetarily I don’t think I could have swung it.  But I had mentioned this to my 
uncle who lived in Battle Creek, George Cooper was his name, and he was very much 
involved in Masonry; worked for Gates Printing Company for years and years and years.  
And he passed away and lo and behold I think he left me enough money to join the 
Shrine and he gave me his diamond Shrine pin.

 So I joined the Shrine in 1969 when they had this great, it was a huge endeavor at the 
field house in Battle Creek.  And it was a lot of fun; a lot of interesting things.  I became 
President of the Battle Creek Shrine Club in 1975.  Let’s see, I joined the Shrine in ’69, 
so I became President in ’75.  I was very active for a while in the Shrine Club, but you 
know, I just have kind of fallen away from being really active anymore.  I try to support 
their newspaper sales and the nut sales and jelly and all of the other things, you know.



Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  But basically that was it.  I try to get back to the reunions.  There was a time that I did 
not.  I became pretty inactive for a while, but with three kids growing up, you know, and 
a career and a lot of other things going on.  I went through a divorce back in those days.  
And you know there are a lot of things enter into your not being really active for a while.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  So, but basically that’s my Masonic, my Masonic heritage goes back you know almost 
150 years probably with my great-grandfathers and so on, and my father.

Corrado:  Scottish Rite bestowed you one of the highest awards.

EDDY:  They did.  In 2005 I received a telephone call one night just sitting here at the house, 
and the voice on the other side says, “Well, are you sitting down or standing up?”

 And I said, “Well, I’m just, you know, leaning on the counter here talking on the 
telephone right now.”  I didn’t know who it was, you know.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  It happened to be the ? from Michigan, and he said, “Well,” he said, “Congratulations.  
I want you to know that…”  And he was calling from Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  It was 
2004, 2004.  And he said, “I just want you to know that you have been selected to receive 
the 33rd Degree.”

 And of course there was this long, because that is something that deep down I had always 
wanted.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  But you know, you don’t buy that.  You don’t campaign for it.  You don’t ask for it.

Corrado:  No.

EDDY:  It’s given to you.  So that’s one thing out of the many honors that I have received I 
never thought that I would get.  But he said, “You’ve been selected to receive a 33rd 
Degree next year in Grand Rapids.”  That’s where the Supreme Council was taking place 
that year.

 And I said, “Please, please don’t kid around like that.”  You know, I thought it was 
somebody playing with me.



 He said, “No, I’m serious.”  He said, “I’m calling from Milwaukee, Wisconsin and we’ve 
just completed and we just wanted you to know that you had.”

 And I think I was probably silent for a long time.  But what an honor.  What an honor.  So 
in 2005 the Supreme Council was held in Grand Rapids.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  And I went there.  (phone rings)  There, maybe that’s another call, maybe something 
else, who knows?  (laughs)

Corrado:  I was here to witness it too.

EDDY:  Right.  But from that point on my wife and I have attended I think all but two of the 
Supreme Council meetings.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  All over, we’ve gone to Providence, Rhode Island.  We’ve been to Washington, D.C. 
for a joint session with the Southern Masonic Jurisdiction.  John Glenn was our speaker 
that night.  He’s a 33rd Degree.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  And we have just been, we’ve been all over the place with that.

Corrado:  Fantastic.

EDDY:  And what a great group of people.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  Absolutely great group of people.

Corrado:  Well Scottish Rite honors that for people who have gone above and beyond, either in 
Masonry, community or both.

EDDY:  Yes.

Corrado:  And your commitment to Masonry has been exceptional.  But your commitment to 
community has been undocumented because no one could actually write that much.

EDDY:  (laughs)  I can’t even remember all of the things.  In fact in 2005, Joe if I may just 
inject here.



Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  2005 was quite an interesting year for me because I received the 33rd Degree in Grand 
Rapids.  I was named Scene Magazine Man of the Year.

Corrado:  Man of the Year, yes.

EDDY:  Which was a tremendous honor.  In addition to that I got a telephone call from my alma 
mater, Albion High School, and they said, “You have been selected to be a distinguished 
alumnus on Albion High School.”  So I had a wonderful dinner along with several other 
people honored.  So 2005 was quite a year for me.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  But you said my involvement and I refer to the Scene Magazine because they did an 
interview and a wonderful layout and they listed some of the things.  I don’t want to bore 
you with all of these but you did ask me.

Corrado:  I want to hear them.  You won’t bore me, either.

EDDY:  But these are just some of the organizations I guess that I have been involved in.  And 
there are many others; I’m not going to go into a huge list of things.  But I was President 
of the Exchange Club of Battle Creek a number of years ago.  As I said, past President of 
the Battle Creek Shrine Club.  I did belong to the Rotary Club for a while.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  But then my schedule changed and I had to work during the noon hour, so I couldn’t 
belong anymore.  You can’t keep…

Corrado:  The Rotarians, anyone who became a Rotarian had to make up that lunch I mean ? 
lunch.

EDDY:  Yes, that’s right.  For many years I have been a member of the SPEBSQSA, which is 
the Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barbershop Quartet Singing in 
America.  But they changed the name unfortunately, and it’s some stupid thing like 
Barbershop Harmony Society.

Corrado:  So you sang too, huh?

EDDY:  Well, not really.  I emceed their programs for about 45 years.  And in fact I’ve got 
another gig coming up to emcee their little cabaret for that organization.

Corrado:  Great.



EDDY:  But very much involved in these barbershop-ers.  Of course the Masonic Lodge.  
“Former member of the Calhoun County unit of the American Cancer Society,” it says 
here.  The Battle Creek Human Relations Committee, former member of the Calhoun 
County Area Humane Society.

 I served as a chair for the first annual membership and adoption campaign of the Humane 
Society.  And Jim Hazel that you’re probably familiar with…

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  …can tell you that we raised, I raised an awful lot of money for the Humane Society, 
Southwest Michigan Humane Society…

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  …through their fruitcake sales.  I think there’s nothing as despicable as fruitcakes.  So 
we had this campaign on the air of the horrible, horrible fruitcakes.  And there was so 
much publicity; we raised all kinds of money through fruitcake sales.  They would, you 
know, and so we worked with them on that.  And I’m a former board member there as I 
mentioned.

 I’ve been a member of the National Wild Turkey Federation.  I’m not a hunter but I know 
that they have done a lot for turkey restoration.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  So I’ll let the hunters go out in the woods and do what they must but at least they’ve 
done a lot of other good things, I guess you might say.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  I have been involved, I’m the four-time Commander of the Sons of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War Camp #22 in Marshall and I am still very active in that organization.

 I belong to SMARS which is the Southern Michigan Amateur Radio Society.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  I hold an amateur radio license, WA8UYW, been a member since I think about 1965 on 
that one.

 Served six years as a Trustee of the Battle Creek Community Foundation Board, which is 
a, what a wonderful opportunity to meet so many great people and to do so much good 
for the community.



 I currently serve on the Historic Oak Hill Cemetery Board, a cemetery that was formed in 
1844 and continues.  It’s an active cemetery.

 Also I serve on the adult day care, Marian E. Burch Adult Day Care Center Board, on 
their advisory board there.

 I’ve been an honorary member of the Sweet Adeline organization.  My wife sang in the 
Sweet Adelines for years and my mother was a Sweet Adeline.  And I did emceeing for 
the local chapter of the Sweet Adelines for years so they made me an honorary member.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  One of the few male members, I’m sure of that.

 Honorary Lifetime Member of Big Brothers Big Sisters, Member of the Federal Civil 
Defense Staff College, Honorary Chair of the March of Dimes Walk America in Battle 
Creek a number of times.  Honorary Chair of the United Arts Council Fund Drive.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  Honorary Chair of the Battle Creek Alzheimer’s Walk, Honorary Member of the 
Altroosa Club of Battle Creek which for a long time was a female organization.

 I mean it just goes, there are so, so many things and I think that is why; it wasn’t because 
necessarily of my being active in the Masonic work itself because I can’t remember 
things.  I just can’t memorize; I just can’t memorize.  But I think because of my 
involvement in the community and the, you know, countless hours.  I can’t tell you the 
number of times that people call me and they say, “Dave, everybody would like you to 
come and speak to us.  But we don’t have any money in our treasury, you know, to give 
you anything, but will you come and speak to us?”  Well Joe, I never learned to say no.

Corrado:  Well then…

EDDY:  It’s one of my downfalls.

Corrado:  It benefits a lot of charitable organizations.

EDDY:  Well absolutely, absolutely.

Corrado:  And you did represent the Masons well as an outstanding citizen.

EDDY:  Well you know I have tried over the years to be an upstanding citizen.  One of, you 
know, people could look up to.  And I’m just very proud to be a member of the Masonic 
Lodge.  I always have been.



Corrado:  You had mentioned you raised both your sons.

EDDY:  Yes.

Corrado:  Tell me a little bit about them.  Tell me about your current wife.

EDDY:  Well I’m married, let me go back to the first wife, OK?

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  I married in 1961.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  Girl from Marshall.  We had three children.  The oldest is Don.  Next in line is Susie, 
and my youngest son is David, David Vaughn.  And my two sons are members of the 
organization.  I am very proud of my kids.  I wish, as all parents do I suppose, that I had 
spent more time with them.  You always think that, you know, even though you do spend 
a lot of time you just always feel as though you don’t spend enough time.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  But Don is an over-the-road truck driver.  He is all over the country, works for Four 
Way Transportation up in Coopersville.  But he’s just, he’s all over.  He’s got some very 
interesting stories to tell.  He is very interested in the Masonic Order but he’s on the road 
all of the time.  He has a lot of difficulty keeping any appointments like dental 
appointments or something because he never knows when he’s going to be in town and 
when he’s not.  But he’s very interested; he always wants me, “Well what can we do to 
promote the Masons?”

 You know and he says, “Do you, can you get me one of those square and compasses to 
put on my cab?”

 “I sure can.”

 So I did it.  And that’s been very helpful to him because a lot of people come up and start 
talking, start a conversation about that you know.

 My daughter is not involved.  Really, to my knowledge, maybe there is an organization 
for women, you know.

Corrado:  The Order of the Eastern Star.

EDDY:  Yes.  But she never has gotten involved there.  She’s in food service for the Battle 
Creek Public Schools.  Has been for a number of years and she not only does that but 



she’s a great councilor for a lot of these kids.  She worked with some of these, Operation 
BRAD for example, which is in some other form now.  But a lot of the kids would come 
in there and she’d be, she’s the manager of the food service, but they would unload on 
her, you know.  So she’s a great, a great listener.

 And my son David joined the Air Force, spent time at Carswell Air Force Base down in 
Texas.  He joined many years ago and he’s still in.  Has been a member of the Michigan 
Air National Guard.  As a matter of fact Joe, he is the Command Chief Master Sergeant 
for the Michigan Air National Guard, which makes him the top enlisted man in the entire 
Michigan Air National Guard.  He has his own office in Lansing that he, it’s kind of a 
part time thing because he’s also a full time employee.  He’s a Detective Sergeant with 
the Michigan State Police and he is with the, used to be the violent crimes unit, it’s now 
the major crimes unit.  And he is very much interested in Masonry.  He has taken part in 
some work up in Grand Rapids at the reunions.

Corrado:  So he joined Scottish Rite also?

EDDY:  Yes, he did.  He joined Scottish Rite.

Corrado:  32nd Degree.

EDDY:  Yes, he’s a 32nd Degree.  I guess my wife, my first wife, their mother, the mother of my 
children, we were divorced in 1976 I think it was, maybe ’75, ’76.  I was single for about 
eight years; I don’t know how I ever lived through that period of time.  (laughs)

 But thanks to my many friends or maybe no thanks to my many friends I managed to get 
through it and I met my wife, my present wife Sue Ann.  She was very active in the 
Sweet Adeline organization and I emceed the Sweet Adeline shows.  And the Sweet 
Adeline organization in Battle Creek kind of got their heads together and said, “You 
know, we ought to get Sue Ann and Dave together because I don’t think Dave’s going to 
live too much longer if he doesn’t get married before long.”  (laughs)

Corrado:  They saved you, huh?

EDDY:  So they did.

Corrado:  The organization set the date up.

EDDY:  Yes, the whole organization.  They set this thing up.  And well, we went together a long 
time actually.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  Three months before we got married.



Corrado:  (laughs)

EDDY:  We were married on January 1st of…

Corrado:  She must have really felt sorry for you.

EDDY:  Yes, yes.  January 1st, 1983 we were married in Marshall at my cousin’s home there on 
N Marshall Avenue I think it is.  And it was, I had a friend who had been elected Mayor 
of Marshall, Al Bassage, and I asked him prior to this I said, “Al,” I said, “would you 
marry this girl and myself?”  You know.

 “Oh no, no, no.  I’m going to leave that up to other people.”  You know.

 Well he relented finally and I kept after him and I said, “You know, you’re going to be the 
Mayor, you’re going to have to do this.  This is one of the things you have to do.”

 So about one o’clock in the morning on January 1st of 1983 he was at a party in 
Coldwater, he and his wife.  They came back to Marshall, that’s where he lived.  He had 
been elected Mayor of Marshall in November.  And his very first act in office was 
marrying the two of us.  And it was very, very special.  Very special.  So we have been 
married now for, this next year will be thirty years.

Corrado:  Congratulations.

EDDY:  Thank you.  And my wife works as a surveyor for the Joint Commission on 
Accreditation, JACO.  And she’s all over the country.  This week she’s in Ohio.  Week 
after next, she works every other week, she works part time.  Week after next she’s going 
to be in San Diego.  She’s, in her office in there I’ve got a map of the United States and I 
put pins in wherever she surveys and it’s amazing.  A lot of them are clustered in Florida 
because we’re there for about five months of the year.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  We have a place in Ft. Myers and we, so she gets a chance.  She tells her people at their 
headquarters, she says, “You know I’m going to be in Florida and if you want me to do 
surveys.”  There are a lot of them in the Miami area, so she drives from Ft. Myers across 
the state to Miami and does a lot of surveys there.

 But she’s a very talented lady.  She’s the educated one in the family; she graduated from 
Duquesne University in their nursing school and took a course at St. Joseph’s College in 
Maine and received her Master’s Degree in Nursing Administration I think.

Corrado:  Yes.



EDDY:  And she remains, she’d like to sing but she’s just had to give that up because of her 
schedule.  We have six children between us; my three, she had three, and we’ve got eight 
grandchildren between us, and I have a great-granddaughter.

Corrado:  Congratulations.

EDDY:  I am much too young to have a great-granddaughter.

Corrado:  (laughs)

EDDY:  But it’s a fact.  So we get along pretty well.  I mean, she’s gone every other week and 
you know, so it works fine.  I can play for a week and then I have to get everything back 
in order again.  (laughs)

Corrado:  Now that you’re retired do you get to play any?

EDDY:  Retired!

Corrado:  What are some of your hobbies?

EDDY:  Oh dear.  I am into genealogy.

Corrado:  OK.

EDDY:  I have been for a number of years, and I put together a book and it’s the Eddy family.  
Our Eddy Family it’s called. I spent a lot of time on that.  I have three other families to 
do.  I’ve got the Chivvis family that I mentioned.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  I’ve got the Bergsdresser family and I’ve got the Porr, P-O-R-R family, Porr family.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  So those four that are my main families I want to, and I’ve started on the Porr family.  
But the other one, I published a book; it was a 488 page book.

Corrado:  Wow.

EDDY:  Color photographs.

Corrado:  I got a chance to thumb through it.  It’s amazing.

EDDY:  Yes, it, I was very proud of that.  First time effort, I think it went very, very well.  I do 
have as I mentioned I think WA8UYW, an amateur radio license.



Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  I’ve been active in that since 1965.

Corrado:  So how often are you on the radio?

EDDY:  Not very often.  It used to be kind of a joke because I would spend all of my time on 
the air on the commercial radio station and then I’d come home and I’d go down and talk 
on the radio.  You know, it was kind of different.

Corrado:  You have a worldwide audience on that radio.

EDDY:  Yes, absolutely.  And despite the fact that electronics have advanced so far.  I mean, 
you can go on, anybody can go online and talk to somebody on SCYPE.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  And these other, FaceTime I think I’ve got on my iPod, you know.  Talk to somebody 
just holding that thing there and looking at their picture, and I mean real time.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  But still it’s a thrill to go down there and have to, you know, balance all of these knobs 
and buttons and things and talk to somebody over on the Caspian Sea or somewhere, you 
know.  And it’s just, it’s just kind of a thrill that you don’t get by doing something on the 
computer.

Corrado:  Yes.  Now I know that you and I worked together to pull together this history 
interview.

EDDY:  Yes.

Corrado:  And I was amazed how busy you are.  (laughs)  Your calendar is more, busier now 
than probably when you were employed at the radio station.

EDDY:  Yes.  I don’t know how I had, you know, time to work really.  This next couple of 
weeks seems to be especially busy, though.

Corrado:  What are you doing?  What type of busy work are you into?

EDDY:  Well for example I’ve got, in two days I have two board meetings; annual board 
meetings.  I have one for the Marian Burch Adult Daycare Center, annual board meeting 
and a nominating committee meeting in the morning at eleven o’clock.  At one-thirty the 
annual meeting of the Oak Hill Cemetery Association takes place at one-thirty.  So I’ve 



got two board meetings on Thursday.  Fortunately I can attend both of those; otherwise 
I’d be out of luck.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  On Friday I’m giving a talk to the combined Barry County/Calhoun County LIR, 
Learning In Retirement I think it is.  They have an annual meeting; they have one I guess 
in Barry County and one in Calhoun County, they switch or something.  Anyway, I’m 
driving up to Barry County on Lacy Road at a church up there and giving a speech.  Do 
you have any suggestions on what I might talk about?  (laughs)

 We have, besides the grandkids’ activities, soccer games and so on, I had a step-grandson; 
I mentioned I was in Chicago.  Well we were there because through the Youth in 
Government program in Coldwater, his mock trial team won the state finals here in 
Michigan and they advanced to the national finals in downtown Chicago, so we were 
there several months ago for that.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  And they’re having a reception this coming week for them.

Corrado:  Great.

EDDY:  So I’ll be going to that.  And then the following weekend I have been asked to play 
Garrison Keillor in the Battle Creek Symphony Orchestra presentation at W. K. Kellogg 
Auditorium and narrate a presentation during that concert.

Corrado:  Wow.

EDDY:  You want more?

Corrado:  No, no, no.

EDDY:  “I’m getting tired listening to how busy you are!”

Corrado:  Throughout all these years, fifty plus years as a Mason, you’ve had an idea of what 
Masonry really means; to you, to your lodge, to the community.  What would you say to 
somebody who may be interested in the craft?

EDDY:  Go for it.

Corrado:  Why?

EDDY:  Because number one, I guess, Masonry has taught me a lot of lessons.  And as you 
know in Scottish Rite Masonry they teach an awful lot of lessons and it’s portrayed; 



you’re not just listening to what it should be, but it’s portrayed in actions and plays and so 
on.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  But it’s just made me a better individual.  I try to live up to the tenets of Masonry, be a 
better person, you know, try to observe charity and fellowship.  And I think if you 
followed the tenets of Masonry you’re just bound to be a better person.  And I hope that I 
am because of that.  It just, it just gives you kind of a standard to go by and I think that’s 
so important these days.  I mean, so many people just kind of are out there drifting 
around, you know?

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  No compass, no compass.  So I would heartily recommend it.  They are I know 
working now toward making it more fun.  I know in our own Valley of Grand Rapids 
they have tailgate parties now, you know, after their reunion and they’re doing lots of 
things that they didn’t do before.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  So just fun; make it fun for people.  We need to, and as our Supreme Commander has 
said, you know, we’ve got to think about taking care of our membership, our fellow 
brothers, and we’ve got to do more of that, too.  You know, if you know someone that’s, 
you’ve got to let them know.  Let somebody know.  I just, I think that’s so important, so 
important.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  So I would advise anybody to get involved and just get involved, that’s all.  We’ve got 
a long and a glorious history of course in Masonry.  There are a lot of, I’ve got some 
suggestions too, but I don’t know as we have time for some of those.

Corrado:  Go ahead, absolutely.

EDDY:  But I just think for example we have a trestle board locally, and I think it’s put out 
twice a year.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  A lot of things can happen in six months’ time between those trestle boards.  Maybe it’s 
quarterly, but anyway there’s still a lot of time there.

Corrado:  Yes.



EDDY:  I think a newsletter is so important.  It kind of keeps people informed as to what’s 
going on.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  A lot of schedules can change and so on and so forth.  I think, and a roster of members.  
If I, it used to be that my dad used to get a roster of the members of the Albion Lodge.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  And there were people on there who I had no idea were Masons, and I think if I saw a 
roster of the membership of our lodge, you know I could, on lodge night or before lodge 
night I could call and say, “Hey, Charlie, I never knew you were a Mason and a member 
of our lodge.  Why don’t we get together and go tonight?”  I just think things like that 
make a big difference.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  I really do.  I think, and we really need to work in that direction.

Corrado:  Yes, yes.

EDDY:  And one thing that I mentioned once before and then I’ll call it quits here, but, and it 
really is the essence of Masonry I think.  The story, and I don’t know if I’ll get it 
completely right, but the story of the mother and the father who were sending their young 
daughter off, this was years ago, on a train.  I don’t know, maybe she was seven or eight 
years old or whatever, you know.

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  And they had a lot of trepidation about it, you know, “I don’t know whether we should 
do this or not.”  But the father and the mother said, “If you ever have trouble, if you ever 
have trouble, if you’re ever in need of something, you find a man who is wearing a 
square and compass on his lapel jacket or wherever, a ring or whatever, and he will help 
you.”

Corrado:  Yes.

EDDY:  “And you can trust him.”  That to me is the essence of Masonry.

Corrado:  Well thank you very much.  I’m, yes, I feel like I’ve just been able to benefit from 
your life and making me a better person.  And I really appreciate the opportunity to be on 
this side of the interview, and thank you for sharing this afternoon with us.



EDDY:  Thank you.  I’ve been very nervous about it, but I’m not used to being on this end of it 
as you know.  Thank you very much, Girbe and yourself and everybody.

Corrado:  We appreciate it.

EDDY:  Thank you very much.


