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Keith Bankwitz:  Good day.  My name is Keith Bankwitz.  I’m Director of Philanthropy for the 
Michigan Masonic Charitable Foundation.  Today is July 25th, 2012.  We’re in the 
beautiful home of Bob and Shirley Young in Grayling, Michigan.  We’re very much 
appreciative of the time that Bob is going to spend with us today, and he’s a proud 
member of Grayling Lodge #356. 

 So Bob, let’s get started.  Where were you born and when?

BOB YOUNG:  Well I was born in Saginaw County on 3/7/34, and born just south of Saginaw 
on the family farm.  I started quite young.  You know they say, “Well what did you do in 
your childhood?”  Well you learned the workings of working on a farm.

 And of course, shortly after when, I would say eight years old, we had four horses still 
left and my dad was still milking cows at the time.  And we started to get into the tractor 
business, and so with the horses there were quite small…the fields were quite small and I 
guess the reason for that was that to rest the horses.  But I think really it was to rest the 
person that was driving the horses.

 But anyway, I had two older brothers and an older sister and of course my dad wasn’t 
around one particular day.  And so I kept begging my older brother to drive the tractor, 
and we were pulling fence posts.  And we had an old John Deere general purpose; I’m not 
sure, it was in the ‘30s I think.  But anyway we were pulling fence posts to make the 
fields larger because of the larger, with tractors and the larger equipment.  So I kept 
begging all day to drive the tractor, and finally my older brother said, “All right, you can 
drive.”

 Well I was doing a fairly good job I guess, but it was hard steering.  It was steel wheels, 
and after a while it was getting kind of, I was getting kind of tired.  But my brother came 
up and said, “You know, if you’re going to be a big tractor driver you should learn how to 
chew.”  And so that was my first chew, and then I happened to swallow some of that and 
that was my last chew.  I never chewed tobacco after that particular day.

 But that’s how I got started; I was about eight years old at the time and enjoyed it.  I 
enjoyed the work; I think most young individuals that are born on a farm, they appreciate 
work more than play.

Bankwitz:  Well I’m reminded of one of our Charitable Foundation Ambassadors, Charlie Fick, 
who helped make arrangements for this interview.  And he grew up on a farm too, and 
loved working on the farm.

 Tell me about your grandparents.  What were their names, what did they do, and was your 
grandfather a Mason?

YOUNG:  Well my grandfather was born in Spaulding Township, which is just south of 
Saginaw, and he was one of seven brothers.  In fact, practically every street corner at the 
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time, or every road corner, there was a Young on the particular corner; there were seven 
brothers.  And it was wooded area; in fact they had chopped the trees, cut the trees down 
and cleared the land of the stumps and stones, etc.  In the summertime they farmed after 
they got the land cleared, and then in the wintertime they went up into the Upper 
Peninsula and worked in the saw mills, or in the fields to cut the trees down.  So that was 
to supplement their income, because farming wasn’t very profitable back then when they 
had to clear the land and everything.  So that’s what they did in the wintertime, so they 
became lumberjacks in the wintertime.  And there were seven brothers; they all went up 
into the Upper Peninsula at the time.  And that was on my father’s side.

 And on my mother’s side, my grandfather came from Germany and bought an 80-acre 
tract of land and he was known as one of the better farmers in the township which is just 
south of Saginaw, Spaulding Township.  He had the first running water and the first toilet 
that flushed, and now they sell them with a tank way above, way above the commode as 
it is and with a chain.  And of course I think the home where my mother was born is still, 
has that same fixture in the home.  And he had the first automobile in Spaulding 
Township at the time and of course his income was just on the 80-acres.  But I had 
friends talk about my grandfather and said, “If there was a weed out in the field in a 
particular field he’d go out and make sure that he pulled that one particular weed.”  So he 
was well-known as one of the better farmers in Spaulding Township.

Bankwitz:  And do you have any interesting ancestors that you are aware of?

YOUNG:  Well it would be my great-great grandfather, his name was John Young, and he had 
seven daughters and one son.  And the son, his name was Stanesby Young, and he was 
born on board the ship that came from Adair, Ireland.  And I’m not sure of the year, but 
he was the only son of that family, so John Young was my great-great grandfather and 
then Stanesby Young would be my great-grandfather.  And then Edgeton Young was my 
grandfather, and I told you that he was deceased the day that I was born; quite a 
coincidence.

Bankwitz:  And what did your parents do?

YOUNG:  Well my parents, as I say John Zaner was his name on my mother’s side and of 
course she was born and raised on a farm.  And my dad was born and raised on a farm 
and so my dad farmed, had a number of cows that he milked by hand and then he peddled 
milk in the summertime with a milk wagon.  And of course in the wintertime he had a 
sleigh that he peddled the milk with, and he peddled milk door to door in the city of 
Saginaw.

 And I can just remember the icehouse that we had next to one of our big barns that we 
had, they would go and cut ice in the wintertime.  And in fact I still have the ice saw that 
my father used; it was a hand saw.  And they cut ice on the Cass River that runs through 
our farm and stored it in the icehouse.  They put a layer of ice on the bottom and then put 
sawdust over top and then the walls were all sawdust.  And that ice would be, that ice 
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actually would keep until the next time they cut ice again; and so practically year-round.  
I don’t remember the ice in the icehouse but I remember the building that was there and 
my dad always called it the icehouse.

 So it was, it was hard labor back then but my dad enjoyed, you know, farming.  And as I 
say he had raised crops to feed the cattle and the different livestock.  It was tough; they 
had a lot of, there were a lot of dairies at the time and so it was very competitive.  And 
then Dad used to tell me the stories of the horse that he had to pull the milk wagon, that if 
he got a new customer, and my dad the next day would forget about that new customer, 
that horse would stop at the place and hesitate for my dad to take the milk in.  So my dad, 
in regards to horses, said they were really brilliant.  Once in a while you’d get a balk 
horse, but most horses that he had were those kinds of animals.

Bankwitz:  And how many brothers and sisters did you have?

YOUNG:  I have two older brothers and an older sister; I was the youngest in the family.  My 
oldest brother was fourteen years older than I was.

Bankwitz:  And you have some memories of childhood that you mentioned; do you have other 
ones?

YOUNG:  Well I just enjoyed farming.  I didn’t get into much, sports, because they kept you 
busy on the farm.  But as I say I enjoyed it.  I started driving a tractor at the age of eight 
and I had a driver’s license at the age of twelve, which was, I got a farm permit to drive 
the trucks in to the elevator in the city of Saginaw.  At the time the driving age was 
fourteen years of age, you could get a driver’s license.  So I got a farm permit at the age 
of twelve and I drove the trucks, and I look at it today and you know, some of the twelve-
year-olds, I don’t know if they’d wheel the trucks into the elevator.  But that was the 
driving age was fourteen and then I got a farm permit at the age of twelve.

Bankwitz:  Tell us about the job your dad got and the job you had in Lansing?

YOUNG:  Well my father was involved in local government, not only farming but my father 
also built houses.  He had a 40-acre tract of land and he subdivided that, part of that 40-
acres and he built houses after the war.  The veterans, the housing was quite bad, and so 
my father built a two-bedroom home and sitting on a half-acre of ground.  And so he built 
quite a few homes for the veterans when they came home.  So he farmed and built homes 
at the time.

 But anyway, you had asked about what I did, you know, what my father.  Well my father 
was Supervisor of the township for ten years, and then he was President of the State 
Association of Supervisors.  So he was well-known throughout the state.  And then he 
served in the House of Representatives from 1942 to 1950.  And he left his job in Lansing 
and he ran for Congress.
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 And my dad thought that with an eighth grade education it would be kind of nice to be a 
Congressman in Washington.  And my father had a lot of support to be, to run for that 
job, to go to Congress, but then there was a gentleman that got into the race that wanted 
to try to find out, you know, backgrounds.  And of course my father had a clean 
background not only serving in Lansing but all his life, and probably the most honest 
individual that you could find.  But anyway, this other gentleman that wanted the job 
started digging up things that weren’t true about my father.  And so my father was 
running for Congress and so there was a hearing:  my dad didn’t have enough names on 
the petitions.  And this gentleman that was running also got the petition to start looking at 
the petitions that my dad had and he started throwing out the names.

 And so they had a hearing after my dad served eight years in the Michigan Legislature, 
they had a hearing on the floor of the House of Representatives.  And my sister and I 
were part of this problem that we had; we were not of age when we circulated the 
petitions, but my father had enough names to ensure that if there was, I think we got 
twelve names, I did, and my sister got twenty names.  And he had enough names, but this 
individual got permission from the Secretary of State’s office to look over all the petitions 
and he started throwing them out.

 So we lived in Saginaw, 70 miles from Lansing, and so after the hearing my dad, we were 
driving home with my sister and my father and before we got halfway home it came over 
the news that my dad’s name was stricken from the ballot.  And so my dad never said 
anything, but I know it was, it hurt, because that was his goal to maybe be a Congressman 
after being a farmer and going to Lansing for eight years.  That was his goal, and so, but 
he never took it hard.  I know it was hard on him, but he never showed it; he still enjoyed 
life.

Bankwitz:  Well didn’t he get you a job as a page?

YOUNG:  Yes, while he was there it was in 1947, my dad, the representatives at the time could, 
you know, bring whoever they wanted to suggest, you know, get a job in Lansing.  And 
so my father looked into it and so he got permission from the Speaker of the House for a 
job for me.  And I was only twelve years old in 1947, and at the time my father was 
making three dollars a day making laws.  And there were no expenses; he got paid three 
cents a mile going to Lansing in January and three cents a mile when he came home in 
April.  And most of the representatives at the time were farmers, and you don’t make a 
living on three dollars a day.  And of course it got into the newspaper, Time Magazine 
and newspapers all over the United States that I made six-fifty a day for running errands 
and my father got three dollars a day for being a State Representative.  And they said I 
was paid too much, a lot of the articles, and there wasn’t too many said my dad should 
have had more money at the time.

 But anyway, I enjoyed it.  I really enjoyed serving; I served two years in the Legislature.  
And of course back then it just was from January to April, and then the representatives 
had to go home and make a living.
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Bankwitz:  Tell me about that story about somebody giving you an Oldsmobile to drive.

YOUNG:  Well the Speaker of the House was Victor Knox; he was from Sault Ste. Marie, 
Michigan.  And my father and Victor Knox were good friends.  So a page, the pages, we 
sat in front of the legislative body and when the light would come on in the back we’d 
run errands for the representatives.  And so the light came on and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives asked me to come into his office.

 And so I went into his office and he said, told me he said, “Get another page boy.”  And at 
the time most of the page boys, I think all of them were high school students, and I was 
only a seventh grader, twelve years old, so I was probably the youngest they ever had in 
Lansing.  But anyway he told me, he said, “Pick up another page boy to drive you over to 
the Oldsmobile plant and pick up my new car.”

 And cars were quite scarce at the time, but this was a 1947 Oldsmobile Rocket 88 with an 
automatic hydromantic drive.  And of course I had learned how to drive on a stick shift, 
not only with the cars but with the trucks.  And so I got in this most beautiful car at 
twelve years old and I drove it, drove it back to the Capitol and parked it in the Speaker’s 
spot and went into the office and gave the Speaker the keys to his new car.

 Well anyway, I had planned to go home with the Speaker that weekend, because my 
brothers were hauling up some machinery for his business that he had in Sault Ste. Marie, 
and so I had the opportunity to ride home with him.  Well we got out of Lansing on 
US-27, which was just a two-lane highway, and he said, “Do you want to drive?”

 Now here I’m twelve years old, and here’s a brand new car, just got out of the, just picked 
it up the day before over at the Oldsmobile factory, and he said, “Do you want to drive?”  
And I drove that car and he even went to sleep.  I don’t know, he must have been crazy.  
But anyway he went to sleep and I drove it all the way up to Mackinaw City and then he 
drove it, got on the ferry and drove it across and then drove the rest of the way to Sault 
Ste. Marie.

 But at twelve years old what a wonderful experience that I had.  I knew all the 
representatives; there were 100 at the time.  There are 110 today in the Michigan 
Legislature, but at the time there were only 100 representatives.  And I of course being 
there every day, you got to know the representatives.  It was a wonderful experience for 
me.

Bankwitz:  Well I remember this story and earlier we had visited with Prentiss Brown, Jr., the 
son of Prentiss Brown.  Prentiss Brown was instrumental in building the Mackinac 
Bridge.  And you happened to meet Prentiss Brown, Sr.  Tell us about that.

YOUNG:  Well I had an opportunity to meet him, being involved with my father in the 
legislature and being in Lansing I had an opportunity to meet him a couple times.  And 
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then they had a hearing on the floor of the House of Representatives; this hearing lasted 
for three days.  They shut down the legislative process and had this hearing about 
whether we could build a bridge to tie the two peninsulas together.  And I listened for 
three days because you sat right up in front; you had to listen to what was going on.  And 
for three days geologists from Michigan and also from around the world discussed 
whether this could be done.  And the decision after three days of discussion, the 
consensus was that they couldn’t build a bridge across the Straits of Mackinac because 
there was a layer of shale at the bottom of the straits, and that the layer of shale would 
move and wouldn’t support those columns to hold the bridge.

 And so what happened, after that hearing everything kind of just, nothing happened.  But 
then Prentiss Brown came along and formed a committee, and they called it the Bridge 
Authority Committee I guess it was.  And they went ahead and must have gotten an 
architect someplace else in the world said, “We’ll build the bridge.”

 And of course, it was built; I think they started in ’52 or something and it was dedicated 
in ’56 or ’57.  And of course it’s a beautiful piece of architecture.  It’s one of the wonders 
of the world really, that bridge.  I think the span is longer than the Golden Gate Bridge.

Bankwitz:  It was a long time coming and it was a dream of many people in this state for 
decades.  And the fact that you got to see it put together properly.

YOUNG:  Yes.

Bankwitz:  When you finally left your assignment with the House of Representatives, you were 
in high school then?

YOUNG:  No, when I left I was in the seventh grade.

Bankwitz:  Seventh grade.

YOUNG:  And twelve years old in seventh grade; of course I went to junior high school in 
Saginaw and then went to Saginaw High, which was one of the high schools in Saginaw.  
I attended that and of course I got permission to get out early in the spring and also early 
in the fall to help my father on the farm.  And so you kind of had to double up on classes 
to do that but they allowed that, which I thought was kind of nice, so that I could go out 
and help with the farming operation.

 And after high school I went to Michigan State for two years and took a short course in 
agriculture, to kind of upgrade some of the new things that were coming out, because I 
wanted to farm.  And then I had spent two years in short course, then I went into regular 
college and spent four years in a business administration degree.

 But anyway, after that, I got out in ’57, out of college and I wanted to be patriotic and so I 
tried to get into the National Guard.  And I went down to the Armory and tried to get in 
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and they, I guess their quota was filled.  And then I went over to the Army Reserve which 
was also located in Saginaw, and they were filled.  So I called my congressman at the 
time, his name was Alvin Bentley, had served in the Congress from, he was over from 
Owosso area, that district, and I had helped him campaign when he was running for 
Congress.  And so we got to be pretty good friends and my father was a good friend of 
them.  So I called my congressman, I wanted to get in and serve like other veterans.

 I wanted to make sure that I did my duty, so I called him and to see what he could do to 
get me into either the National Guard or the Army Reserve.  And a couple of weeks later 
he called me and he said, “You can join in Flint, Michigan, into the Army Reserve.”  So I 
had to drive to Flint for meetings.  And then finally I asked for a transfer and I did get 
back to Saginaw, but I spent six and a half years in the Army Reserve.  Which I enjoyed; I 
went to meetings and did…so I, there wasn’t a war on at the time so that’s how I came to 
join the Reserve.

Bankwitz:  Did you know that Alvin Bentley was a Mason?

YOUNG:  It seems like I recall.  He was the one that got shot; you know he was in Congress at 
the time and there was a Puerto Rican in the balcony and he got shot and wounded.  I 
guess it wasn’t too serious.  But he was a good Congressman.

Bankwitz:  And his collection of books is at the University of Michigan; they call it the Bentley 
Collection.

YOUNG:  No kidding?

Bankwitz:  Well then you went to Michigan State.  Was John Hannah President back then?

YOUNG:  Yes, Hannah was President but Jack Breslin was Vice President.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

YOUNG:  And he kind of ran the show; he was a contact when I was in Lansing in the 
legislature.  He was kind of the public relations legislative agent for Michigan State 
University.  But Hannah was at the time when I went to Michigan State.

Bankwitz:  So the courses that you took there were helpful?

YOUNG:  Yes.  Well not only, when I continued to do the farming I took the agriculture courses 
to be updated in agriculture, so that helped.  And then general business degree also 
helped.  So…

Bankwitz:  And so you kind of mirrored your father in your interest in government.  So after 
you graduated, how long was it before you were in some kind of public office?
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YOUNG:  Well I, it was in ’64.  I graduated in ’52 and it was in ’64.  I lived in the township and 
just felt that there was a need for a change in the township.  We needed a water system 
and an upgrade of some of the things in the township, and so I put a ticket together.  Back 
then you could run as a, you could just name any party there was at the time, and so I 
formed a committee and we ran on this particular ticket.

 But my father never encouraged me; after what happened to him after he served in 
Lansing and wanted to run for Congress he never really encouraged me to get in 
government.  So he was quite surprised when I ran for Supervisor at the time.

 And then I was Supervisor for four years.  It was four years, and then of course the 
legislature changed the law and said, you either had to be a Supervisor of the township or 
you had, you could run for and become a County Commissioner.  That was a new form of 
government at the time.  When you were a Supervisor of a township you were 
automatically on the Board of Supervisors, and that Board of Supervisors took care of 
county government.  But the legislature changed that, so I had to make a decision 
whether I wanted to continue as Supervisor of the township, Spaulding Township in 
Saginaw County, or become a County Commissioner.

 And so I decided to run for Commissioner.  And then I represented seven townships when 
I ran for County Commissioner, and I was Commissioner for four years.

 And then one of the representatives out in the Thumb area, in Akron, Michigan, decided 
not to seek reelection.  That was in the paper on a Thursday night, and I sat down with 
my wife and thought maybe this might be an opportunity to go to Lansing.  And so we 
decided to seek election for State Representative.

Bankwitz:  Let’s backtrack a little bit.

YOUNG:  Yes.

Bankwitz:  How did you meet your wife Shirley?

YOUNG:  Well as I said my father built homes after World War II, and of course my father sold 
a home to my wife’s aunt and uncle.  And so they lived on this court, and of course 
Shirley came down to babysit for their children, and that’s how we became acquainted.  
And she lived in Flushing, Michigan and of course I lived in Saginaw, and I farmed late 
at night in the summertime so I never got to see her until later in the evening.  And of 
course her mother said, “Well if this guy isn’t going to show up to take you out to the 
movies or something you’d better get rid of him.”  But anyway, when you’re farming you 
work pretty late, especially in the summertime.

Bankwitz:  And when did you get married?
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YOUNG:  Well she was born on a farm like myself, and her parents had the farm and had 
farmed it for quite a while.  And then they decided to, they got a job with Consumers 
Power and so both of them worked for Consumers Power in Flint and also in Owosso.  
And so Shirley at an early age learned how to cook because she had the dinners ready 
when they got home.  And she learned how to work, mow the lawn and different things 
on the farm, and so the two of us, we got married September the 23rd in 1961.  And we’ll 
be married in September of this year we’ll be married fifty-one years.

Bankwitz:  Congratulations.

YOUNG:  Thank you.  And so there was no, we didn’t have to learn how to turn the doorknob 
and do the different things which you do in a home.  She knew because she had that 
experience; her parents leant her that experience, and then my parents gave me the 
opportunity to learn different things.  And I built houses and farmed at the time, took over 
what my father had done.  In fact I had one house built before I graduated from high 
school.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

YOUNG:  And that doesn’t happen too often.

Bankwitz:  No.

YOUNG:  But I had saved money.  My father paid for my…I stayed with my father at the Olds 
Hotel when I was a page, and my mother gave me enough money to survive for the week 
to buy meals.  And so the money I made being a page boy in Lansing for two years went 
into a bank savings account.  And so with that money and some money that I received 
after selling some cattle, livestock, on the farm, I had the opportunity to build my first 
home.

 And then I went to my father when I was building my second home after I was in college 
and my father said, “I’ll tell you what to do.  You go down to the corner and you turn 
right and then you go another mile and turn right, and then you go in and talk to the 
banker.”  And that’s when I learned how to pay for mortgages.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

YOUNG:  At an early age; but I enjoy that.  I started a subdivision of my own on the family 
farm and built some nice homes:  did most of the work myself.  What I would do, most 
farmers on a rainy day will either repair their machinery or pick up parts, you know, at 
the dealer and try to fix some of the machinery, or just take time off.  But during rainy 
days, that’s when I would rough in about three or four houses in the summertime while I 
was farming.  And then in the wintertime I worked on those homes.  And I did most of 
the work, the plumbing and electrical and the construction of it, and I enjoyed that.  So it 
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made a nice combination, working on the houses in the wintertime and then farming in 
the summertime; so it worked out.  I call it “burning night oil.”

Bankwitz:  Yes.

YOUNG:  I always say if you want to get ahead in life you’ve got to usually have a job and 
then if you want to really get ahead, sometimes you do things on the side to supplement 
your income.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

YOUNG:  And that’s what I did and so I became, you know, average successful I guess you’d 
call it.

Bankwitz:  Well a lot of that’s missing today.  There doesn’t seem to be an appreciation for 
trades that there used to be.

 So you got married, and how many children did you have?

YOUNG:  I have two daughters and one son.  And one daughter and my son-in-law live in 
Northville, and my son-in-law’s been with General Motors for 34 years.  Any my 
daughter right out of college, Michigan State University, worked one summer at Dow 
Chemical and the next summer she worked at Oldsmobile in Lansing.  And they liked 
what she, she took a pre-law course at Michigan State, so she got a job after college in 
public relations and she’s been writing speeches ever since she graduated from college.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

YOUNG:  And she’s fifty years old.  So they travelled all over the world.  My son-in-law’s an 
engineer with General Motors and after they got married they spent three and a half years 
in Paris, and so they got to know most of Europe.  And then they had four years in Tokyo, 
so they saw most of Asia.  And then they spent a year down in Australia.  So they’ve kind 
of travelled to work, and of course he’s still with GM as an engineer and my daughter’s 
still writing speeches for some of the executives at GM.

 The other daughter lives in Flushing and she works for the Flushing School System.  And 
my son-in-law’s in the office supply business and he sells copying machines and 
equipment, office equipment.  And they are doing real well.  

 And then my son lives just north of Atlanta, Georgia in Alpharetta, and he’s had different 
jobs.  He worked for Dow for a while and then Amoco.  And then BP bought out Amoco 
and so he’s had different jobs and doing real well also.

 I have eight grandchildren; my oldest daughter has two girls and they’re both at the 
University of Michigan at the time.  And then my other daughter lives in Flushing and 
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they have three boys and a girl, and one boy has already graduated from Lake Superior 
State University.  And the other boy is at Central going to college, and then the daughter 
is at Saginaw Valley College.  So I have four in college at the present time, grandchildren.  
And I’ve got three more to go.  So we’ll have them all graduated.  And they’re all 
planning on going to school.

Bankwitz:  That’s wonderful!

YOUNG:  Yes.

Bankwitz:  And tell me about your father.  Was he a Mason?

YOUNG:  Yes.  He joined the Masons just after World War I, Salina Lodge #155 and that was 
just south of Saginaw, or in Saginaw.  Salina was a separate town at the time and so, and 
that’s the same lodge that I was raised in, Salina #155.

Bankwitz:  Did he raise you?

YOUNG:  No; I don’t know, he wasn’t around at the time or something, but we went not only in 
the Masons.  But I forgot what year it was, but both of my brothers and myself.  Dad 
became a Shriner, joined the Consistory in the Shrine.  And my dad was quite proud the 
day that all three of us joined the Shrine.  And so I’ve been active in the Shrine and my 
brothers were also.  

Bankwitz:  And what did you like most about being a Mason?

YOUNG:  Well I started out in high school.  I was in DeMolay in high school, and I guess I 
don’t know, my father kind of encouraged me to get in that.  And I enjoyed that in high 
school.

 And then when I became a Mason I, it’s Christian beliefs, which I highly believe in.  And 
it’s to make good people better.  And so I certainly enjoyed the work in Masonic.  I wish I 
would have spent more time taking an active part, but being in Lansing for twelve years, 
it was kind of hard to go to the meetings, you know.  And so I never really took an active 
part but I enjoyed certainly going to the meetings.

Bankwitz:  OK so you were in the State House.  Were you in the Senate too?

YOUNG:  Yes, I was in the House of Representatives for four years, and then one of the 
senators decided not to seek reelection so I ran in the Senate.  And I had eight years in the 
Michigan Senate.

 And then in 1981 they reapportioned, like they’re doing, they did last year or this year, 
they reapportioned all the districts in the state.  Well when they reapportioned the districts 
in 1981 when I was going to run in ’82, I had eight counties that I represented.  I lived in 
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Saginaw and I represented seven other counties.  Well anyway, they took seven of my 
counties away in 1981, so when I ran in ’82 I only had just the rural Saginaw County, and 
I had to run against another colleague at the time.  So I didn’t, I wasn’t successful in that 
election but it was kind of hard; I lost seven counties and tried to build a momentum to 
win.

 But I enjoyed the twelve years that I spent.  The most that I enjoyed, it wasn’t really the 
legislative process because it gets kind of complicated and it gets kind of on your nerves, 
but I enjoyed helping people.  Either those that would write in or call on the phone, if 
they had problems with state government or whatever their problems were I enjoyed 
helping those people.  And I still do today; I still get calls and say, people will call and 
say, “What can I do?”  And I say, “Well, get a hold of your representative or senator or 
your congressman.”  So I kind of steer people in the right direction.

Bankwitz:  Did you sponsor any legislation that’s particularly outstanding to you?

YOUNG:  Well nothing overwhelming.  A lot of the departments would call me and ask me to 
introduce legislation on their behalf, and so I did those things.  45-mile-an-hour speed 
limit during construction zones wasn’t an earth shaking piece of legislation, but I 
introduced that piece of legislation on behalf of the Department of Highways.  And then 
the election, I changed some of the election laws that Secretary Dick Austin had 
suggested.  And so I enjoyed that.

 Some of the departments would call, but nothing real earth shaking.  You probably see the 
strobe lights on the buses?  Well I introduced that.  We had a trial for one year; we had a 
couple of school districts in the state, to use the strobe lights and it seems that everybody 
was in favor of that for safety reasons.  So then I introduced the piece of legislation that 
didn’t mandate, but it gave school districts the opportunity if they wanted to use the 
strobe lights.

 I just would like to mention that there are two words in legislative bodies.  Whether it’s 
local government or congress or wherever it is, there are two things that are probably two 
words that are used quite frequently, and they mean a lot of difference between the two.  
One is “may” and the other is “shall.”

Bankwitz:  Yes.

YOUNG:  And you can change a piece of legislation by just reversing those two words.  As 
soon as you say, “shall” you get a lot of opposition.  But if you say, “may” then it gives 
people the opportunity to either do something in a particular piece of legislation.

Bankwitz:  And after you left the Senate what did you do?

YOUNG:  Well it was 1982, December of 1982 that I finished up my work in Lansing.  And in 
January I got a call from a farmer friend that was on the board of the Michigan Sugar 
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Beet Growers Association.  And wanted to know if I wanted to interview for a job with 
the Sugar Beet Growers, and that was the Great Lakes Sugar Beet Growers Association.  
So I went in for the interview and because of my past experience in the legislative 
process and being a farmer, kind of gave me an edge on being accepted.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

YOUNG:  And I took that job as the Executive Director of the Great Lakes Sugar Beet Growers 
in February of 1983.  So I was only unemployed for one month.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

YOUNG:  And I was employed with them for 13½ years.  And I enjoyed that also.  I 
represented the growers during contract time with the owner of Michigan Sugar, and so 
we had some pretty good meetings.  Some a little feisty, but generally it went real well.

 And then I did some lobbying in Washington; when the farm bill would come up I went 
to Washington along with other growers, lobbied for the sugar program.  And a lot of 
people think that some of the agriculture programs we’ve got in this country are just hand 
out checks.  Well the sugar program that we have in the United States to protect our sugar 
growers that only allows so much sugar to come into the United States.  We can process 
or grow our own needs but we allow sugar to come in under quota.  And of course the 
users of sugar are constantly trying to let more sugar come in so the price will be less, but 
the quota and the tariffs that countries pay to ship sugar to the United States, the tariff 
money goes into the U. S. Treasury, so our sugar program in the United States actually 
makes money for the United States government.  And so it’s a good program because of 
that, you know.

Bankwitz:  Where does Michigan rank in terms of sugar production with other states?

YOUNG:  Well I’m not sure of the figure, but we’re the only sugar processing operation east of 
the Mississippi.  And we’re part of the sugar beet growers across the country.  And then 
we have a National Association of Sugar Beet Growers, and so when we went to 
Washington all the sugar beet growers throughout the United States kind of participate in 
that lobbying effort.

 But the largest growing area of sugar beets used to be in California; one valley would be 
planting sugar beets and another valley would be harvesting sugar beets.  But they got 
into a virus problem in California and then the water.  Sugar beets take a lot of water, and 
you know how scarce water is on the West Coast.  So the largest growing area today is in 
the Red River Valley, which is in North Dakota and Minnesota, and that’s the largest 
growing area of sugar beets.

 And I worked with the Sugar Beet Growers for 13½ years and I retired in 1996 and that’s 
when we moved to Grayling.

14



Bankwitz:  Do you know Marshall Wells?  He was an announcer and he used to say, “I’m being 
sponsored today by Big Chief and Pioneer.”

YOUNG:  Right, right.  Yes, I knew the ad that they had.

 Well what happened, after I left in ’96, shortly after that the growers had the opportunity 
to buy Michigan Sugar.  And so the growers got together and of course they had to come 
up with some dollars to buy the company.  And so they bought a share and they formed a 
co-op.  And then after that then Monitor Sugar, which is Big Chief and that’s in Bay City, 
Michigan, that firm, that company was owned by a firm in South Africa.  And they 
decided to sell the Monitor Sugar Company and so they bought the company from the 
firm in South Africa.  So the growers owned the company in Bay City, Monitor Sugar.  
So then what happened is the growers from Michigan Sugar and Monitor Sugar got 
together and formed one co-op, and today it’s Michigan Sugar Company.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

YOUNG:  So it’s Monitor Sugar in Bay City and then the four plants that Michigan Sugar has.  
So the growers own the companies today here in Michigan which is really a great thing.  
Not only can they make money growing the sugar beets but hopefully when they start 
paying off their shares they’ll share in the investment that they put into the company, 
buying it.  So hopefully that will help the farmers.

Bankwitz:  So what were some of your goals in life?

YOUNG:  Well right now it’s to help people and to hopefully have good health the rest of my 
life.  I’ve enjoyed that.  I am quite active in other organizations; the Lions.  And I’ve 
worked, built homes for the Habitat for Humanity.  And so I’m just involved in the 
community after I have retired and I enjoy that.

Bankwitz:  What would you say to somebody that’s considering becoming a Mason?  What 
would you tell that person?

YOUNG:  Well I’ve enjoyed it; it’s a Christian men’s group.  It’s, we don’t designate any 
particular religion, but anyway it’s the enjoyment of being with others that think like a 
Mason does:  try to make men better men through the Christian beliefs that they have.  
And the ritual and everything is just to kind of spell out what a Mason is, and I’ve 
certainly enjoyed it.  I belong to the Bridgeport Masonic Lodge and also the Grayling 
Masonic Lodge to help support both of them.

Bankwitz:  What kind of hobbies do you enjoy?  I hear you’ve got some trains.

YOUNG:  Yes, well my wife got into saving the Department 56; I think a lot of people know 
about that.  And we collected the little houses that have the little lights in, and so my 
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wife…or my daughters I think got her started in that.  That was in 1980 and we’ve been 
buying those little houses since ’80 but we’re running out of space and running out of 
money.  (laughs)  Buy anyway, we have the houses displayed the year-round, and so 
that’s where I got a chance to buy a couple trains that run around in front of the little 
homes.  So that’s been kind of a little hobby on the side.

 But my hobby is work; I’d rather work and do different things for the community or for 
myself than actually play.  So I’ve enjoyed that over the years.

Bankwitz:  We’ve got the canoe race coming up this week.  Are you doing anything with that?

YOUNG:  No, I usually get in the parades.  I have a couple fire engines and I usually get in the 
parades and I’ll either advertise for the Lions or for the Shrine.  I’ve had banners for the 
Shrine and then I have other banners for the, I’m a member of the Crawford County 
Historical Society and I have a banner made.  We started a foundation about three years 
ago, because you can’t keep going to these people and ask for money to repair the 
buildings and help support those organizations.  Where a foundation someday will 
provide the money with the interest that is invested and hopefully we won’t have to go 
around and beg for money.  So I’m on that board and of course I put banners on my fire 
engine for the Crawford County Historical Society.

Bankwitz:  You’ve got a couple model airplanes up here.  Did you make them or…?  Tell the 
story about those.

YOUNG:  Well I belong to, you know, a club; building airplanes with little motors in them.  
And of course I enjoy building them but then I try to fly them.  I’m real good on take offs 
and to fly in the air but landing the airplanes I’m not too swift on.  But I’ve enjoyed it; 
I’ve belonged to the club down at Higgins Lake for a number of years.  And I got to the 
point where I got tired of repairing the planes, and so now I have them hanging up in my 
garage here.  But I enjoy that.

Bankwitz:  Did you build a pole barn?  Tell us about that.

YOUNG:  Well we moved up in Grayling from Saginaw in 1996 when I retired, and of course I 
still had some of my farm machinery that I thought maybe after I worked with the Sugar 
Beet Growers I’d go back farming.  So I still had some of the tractors and stuff, so I had 
them in the buildings at home on the farm and so I had to build a pole barn to kind of 
house some of the equipment that I have.  But I’ve been trying to sell and get rid of some 
of it because the pole barn gets filled at the end of the year.

 But I’ve done most of the building as I say, and my wife being born and raised on the 
farm she’s been my partner all the way through.  Whatever I’ve done my wife was always 
there to help.  And she’s the same; she’s got the same bad habit, she likes to work.  But 
we work well together and so that’s been for 51 years that we’ve done work together and 
enjoyed that.
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Bankwitz:  So if you could sum up in a few sentences, what have been the highlights of your 
life so far?

YOUNG:  I’m hesitant.  (laughs)  We’ve just had a, we’ve had a great life together and we’ve 
got a great three children and eight grandchildren and they’re all doing well.  They’re all 
hopefully, the ones that are left will go to college; we’re planning on it anyway.  But 
we’ve had a good life.

 We’ve worked hard but we’ve enjoyed the…we go Florida and we’ve been doing that for 
the last twelve years.  We go down there in the wintertime; we have a double wide in a 
mobile home park.  And so we spend six months here in Michigan on the lake here and 
then we go to Florida for six months.  So we’ve really got the best of two worlds.  And 
we’ve been very blessed over the years.

Bankwitz:  Where do you go in Florida?

YOUNG:  Just north of Clearwater; it’s the little town of Dunedin.  It’s a little Scottish town 
and they have a sister in Scotland that they share back and forth and they go with the 
Scottish games there.  And so we’re right there in town which is kind of nice; but just 
north of Clearwater.

Bankwitz:  Do you have any questions, Girbe?

YOUNG:  Yes.

Girbe Eefsting:  Could you talk a little bit more about the Shrine and how you got involved and 
what the Shrine does?  Just talk a bit about that.

YOUNG:  Yes.  The, as I say my father joined the Consistory and also the Shrine, and my dad 
went on some of the cruises that the Shrine had and he always enjoyed that.

 And of course the main thing of the Shrine is they call it “The Playground of Masonry.”  
The main purpose of the Shrine is to support the 22 hospitals that we have for children, 
and that’s been a wonderful thing.  It’s running about 1.8 million dollars a day to support 
the 22 hospitals that we have, and so it’s becoming more costly.  But the research that 
comes out of those hospitals, and if parents can afford it, if they can or have insurance, 
but if they can’t afford to send their children up to the age of 18 it’s all free.  And it’s 
supported by the Shrine and those members of the Shrine.

 And a lot of the equipment, we’ve always had the circuses to raise the money to support, 
the money to support those hospitals.  But a lot of people see those things on television 
today, so it’s hard to sell tickets to the circus.  But we have other projects:  we have the 
onion project that we sell onions and then we sell hot dogs down at Charlie Fick’s 
operation on Four Mile in Grayling, Michigan.  We sell hot dogs twice a year, just a 
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donation.  And so we raise money, and then we collect newspapers here at the local 
Shrine Club and that, we make money on that.

 So the money that we make we just write out a check and we generally send our money 
to Chicago, to the hospital in Chicago.  But it’s the idea you’re supporting these hospitals 
to take care of those children where the families can’t afford.  And the research at these 
hospitals is unbelievable what they’re doing to patch up those children that get hurt and 
can’t afford it.

Bankwitz:  Do you have a contingent of drivers that take them to the hospital?

YOUNG:  Yes, we send, generally we have money and we send money over to Alpena where 
they have the vans to drive, not only the patients but to drive the parents.  And it’s 
amazing; sometimes they’re there at the hospital maybe two or three days, you know, for 
operations or whatever it might be, or longer periods.  But we have the transportation 
support to not only support the patients but the parents too.

Bankwitz:  We’ve talked to some brothers that are clowns in the unit.  Charlie Fick was Oil Can.  
I don’t know if he’s given up his clowning or not, but were you ever interested in that?

YOUNG:  No, I never got into it.  And I don’t know, I never saw Charlie in an oil can, but he…

Bankwitz:  A hobo…

YOUNG:  Oh was he a hobo?

Bankwitz:  Yes, they called him Oil Can.

YOUNG:  Yes.  Well I know another friend used to wear a fur coat in July down in Bay City.  
Isn’t that funny, I can’t think of his name.  But anyway, can you cut that out?

Eefsting:  No.

Bankwitz:  It might have been Jimmy Dobson.

YOUNG:  Yes, Jimmy Dobson, yes.

Bankwitz:  Dobby the Clown.

YOUNG:  Yes.  What a great guy, yes.

Bankwitz:  He was a clown for thirty years.

YOUNG:  Yes.  He would go into the hospitals and cheer up the kids with a clown face and big 
fur coat, you know.  He did a lot for the Shrine.
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Eefsting:  Any other appendant Masonic organizations that you belonged to, Bob?

YOUNG:  No, no.  Not that I’m aware of, no.

Eefsting:  Yes.  You mentioned your father was in the Consistory.

YOUNG:  Yes.  I’ve been in the Consistory for forty years or longer, yes:  Bay City.

Eefsting:  Have you served as an officer in the Shrine, a (?) or anything like that?

YOUNG:  No, no I haven’t.

Eefsting:  OK.

YOUNG:  With my involvement in Lansing I just, you know you just, it’s hard.

Eefsting:  Right.

YOUNG:  You’re working day and night.

Eefsting:  Is there anything else you’d like the world to know about Bob Young?

YOUNG:  No, I guess not.  I hope it went well; I’m not very good at…

Eefsting:  No, I think it’s beautiful.

Bankwitz:  It’s very, very nice.

YOUNG:  Yes, yes.

Eefsting:  You’re so articulate and a beautiful story told very smoothly in a nice, chronological 
way.  I think you and your family will really value this oral history.

YOUNG:  Yes.

Eefsting:  So is there anything else you’d like to talk about?

YOUNG:  You know when you leave I’ll think of something.  (laughs)  But anyway, it’s just…
we’ve had a great life.  I can’t, you know.  And the children, they, there’s not one that 
smoke out of eight grandchildren and I have three children and eight grandchildren and 
none of them smoke.  Now the college, after they get into college they’re drinking beer 
once in a while.  When they come up here I don’t see them, but I don’t think it’s, I think 
it’s just a social thing.  But at one time, my son-in-laws never drank and the children 
never did anything, but I think they have a beer occasionally.
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 But, and you can be so proud if you can raise a family with three children and have eight 
grandchildren, and they’re all planning on going to college.  I just think it’s a wonderful 
thing.  But you had mentioned, I think really what we have to do is that, not everybody’s 
geared to go to college.

Bankwitz:  That’s right.

YOUNG:  We need craftsmen.  And when I mentioned about the Amish, you know, earlier, they 
have such talents.  They have an eighth grade education in the Amish, eighth grade 
education but they learn German.  I just found that out.  I didn’t know that, but they teach 
German in the eighth grade, so they not only speak German but English.

 And we visit a family over there, one of the boys that worked on the project, we visit him.  
His mother had invited Charlie and Marilyn and my wife Shirley and myself over for 
dinner because one of the boys shot a nail just after he finished the project at the 
museum; he shot a nail just above the kneecap.  So I went to the hospital and while I was 
there his mother said, “We’d like to have you come out when Charlie and Marilyn come.”

 She had the most beautiful chicken; the plate was that big.  And the chickens that they 
raised, you know and the vegetables out of their own garden.  And just, it’s just amazing.  
I worked with, as I mentioned those, with a contractor putting the steel on the building for 
ten days, and just being around him was just a real, real pleasure.  You know and, but I 
never knew that they taught German in the school.  But the mother and dad, their English 
just flowed.  It was just beautiful and you’d never know they had an accent.  But I know 
that one of the, one of the boyfriends visited the boy that got the nail in his thing, and 
they were in another room and they were chatting German like crazy.  But they speak 
German in the home, which is amazing.

Bankwitz:  Yes.

YOUNG:  Yes.  But we need more, you know, people that are going to be welders and pattern 
makers.  And you know, this country is not all geared for everybody to go to college and I 
think that’s where industry has failed.  General Motors, most of my friends went to 
General Motors and worked there.  When they retired they’d hire them again.  They’d 
hire them again and do the same job; they already were drawing their retirement from 
General Motors and they went back and got the same amount of money doing the same 
job.  And of course everybody was nice to them because they knew if they weren’t nice to 
them they’d just say…you know they’d leave.  Instead of not hiring the people back, 
instead of getting new people in there and teaching the trades, the different trades, and I 
think we’ve lost that chain in our industries in this country, and I think it’s going to hurt 
us.  We still need the trade schools.

Bankwitz:  Very definitely.
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YOUNG:  Yes.

Bankwitz:  Well Bob we really appreciate your wonderful stories that you shared with us today 
about your family, and how you achieved some of your goals, and what you thought 
about Masonry, and your great career.  So thank you very much.  We really appreciate it.

YOUNG:  Thank you.
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